
CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

July 23, 2014  
 

Members present:  
 
Nibret Aga, Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi (arrived 5:38 p.m.; left 6:38 p.m.), Virginia 
Olsen, Pat Patterson and Matthew York 
 
Members absent:  
 
Abdiwali Mohamed 
  
1. Call to Order      
 
Virginia Olsen called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
The committee approved the June 25, 2014 meeting minutes as written. 
 
3. Community Conversations 
 
Members shared their experiences and observations on the community. Pat Patterson shared a 
feasibility/site analysis fee estimate from Cast Architecture for Valley Ridge Park/Community 
Center that includes a 20,000 square foot P-patch (Attachment A). 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
5. New Business   
 
A. Angle Lake Family Resource Center Garden 
  
Zac Eskenazi from the Angle Lake Family Resource Center shared the history of the community 
garden at the center and the partnerships for funding and maintaining the garden. Zac stated that 
the cost was $85 for materials, $50 for dirt and a minimal amount for seeds, as some were 
donated by Seattle Tilth. Gwen mentioned the early funding offered by the City through the 
neighborhood grant program as provided by Neighborhood Programs/Resource Conservation 
Coordinator Trudy Olson. The committee asked several questions about the garden. 
 
Next, the committee agreed to allow Gregory Screen to present his proposal for a Community 
Garden and Recreation Space at 3003 South 208th Street (Attachment B). Gregory is associated 
with Southern Illinois University Underground Arts and has volunteers who could help 
implement the proposal. Committee members asked several questions about the proposal and the 
property in particular. Mr. Screen ended by asking for the support of the Committee and 
indicated he was going to continue researching funding, including any grants, for his proposal. 
 



B. City of Seattle Community Liaisons 
Although Abdirahman Hashi had spoken to one of the City of Seattle community liaisons, he 
was unable to attend. Abdirahman believes they report to the Mayor’s Office and will try to 
reschedule a liaison to attend the August meeting. 
 
C. Back to School Fair 
 
Jean Blackburn shared that the coalition responsible for the Back to School Fair was amenable to 
the Committee conducting a short in-person survey of fair attendees. The group agreed to ask 
three questions: 
 
1. How would you like to be involved in your community? 
2. What is your experience living in SeaTac, both good and bad? 
3. Do you have any messages to deliver to the SeaTac City Council? 
 
Jean volunteered to create the forms for members to fill out as they interview people at the fair. 
Jean and Gwen will compile the results for the August Community Building Committee meeting 
(Jean will be absent). 
 
D. Debrief on Program Presentations 
 
The Committee opted not to debrief on the presentations. Instead, members asked Nibret Aga to 
present her research to date on the idea of a community kitchen/community cooking class. Nibret 
indicated that a kitchen and conference room are available at the Matt Griffin YMCA that would 
serve as a good location. Nibret also indicated that she could work with up to 50 participants in a 
cooking demonstration. Nibret said she would only need the support of the Committee to let 
people know about the demonstration/class. Matthew volunteered to assist Nibret in taking a 
proposal and putting it into a PowerPoint format to share with Council at the appropriate time. 

 
6. Future Meeting Topics 

 
A. August 27, 2014: a) Community Kitchen—Nibret; b) City of Seattle Community 

Liaisons—Abdirahman; c) Back to School Fair Results/Debriefing—All (Jean will be 
absent); d) Federal Way Community Garden—Matthew; e) Potential Guest on 
Community Gardens/Councilmember Pam Fernald—Virginia; f) Debrief on Program 
Presentations--All 

B. September 24, 2014: a) Debrief on Program Presentations/Discuss Recommendations; b) 
Roles/Officers 

 
7. Adjournment 
 
Virginia Olsen adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
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