
CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

*Special Meeting* June 11, 2014  
 

Members present:  
 
Nibret Aga (arrived 5:58PM), Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi, Virginia Olsen, Pat Patterson 
and Matthew York 
 
Members absent:  
 
Abdiwali Mohamed 
  
1. Call to Order      
 
Virginia Olsen called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
The committee approved the April 11, 2014, and April 23, 2014, minutes as written (Attachment 
A). 
 
3. Community Conversations 
 
Members shared their experiences and observations on the community. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
Two community members in the audience made comment. 
 
5. New Business   
 
A. Community Connectors 
  
Becca Meredith (Forterra), Adam Taylor (Global to Local) and Kate Kaehny (City of SeaTac) 
were present to discuss the community liaison model employed for outreach in both SeaTac and 
Tukwila. Becca opened with an overview of Forterra’s efforts, complemented by Adam’s 
explanation of Global to Local’s efforts (Attachment B). Kate then provided an overview of the 
City of SeaTac’s efforts to gain more community engagement in the Angle Lake Station Area 
planning effort (Attachment C). Members queried the presenters on various aspects of the 
program including the budget, which Kate agreed to provide following the meeting. 
 
B. Code Enforcement Education 
 
Joe Scorcio (City of SeaTac) and Gary Schenk (City of SeaTac) were present to discuss the 
City’s code enforcement and compliance efforts. Joe provided an overview of all of the functions 
of the Community and Economic Development Department (Attachment D) and the status of 
code enforcement and compliance efforts (Attachment E) including the City Council Working 
Group that is meeting on future direction. Members queried Joe and Gary on various aspects of 



the program, including the most cost-effective methods. 
 
C. Community Calendar Updates 
 
Members briefly reviewed the community calendar and were asked to send any additions for 
community events to Gwen via email for addition to the calendar (Attachment F).  

 
6. Future Meeting Topics 

 
A. June 25, 2014: a) Back to School Fair Participation; b) Roles/Officers; c) Debrief on 

Program Presentations 
B. July 23, 2014: a) Federal Way Community Garden Foundation; b) Debrief on Program 

Presentations 
C. August 27, 2014: TBD 
D. September 24, 2014: TBD 
 

7. Adjournment 
 
Virginia Olsen adjourned the meeting at 7:13 p.m. 



CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE *SPECIAL* MEETING MINUTES 

April 14, 2014  
 

Members present:  
 
Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi, Virginia Olsen, Pat Patterson, Matthew York and alternate 
Nibret Aga. 
 
Members absent:  
 
Abdiwali Mohamed and Keith Siebler. 
  
1. Call to Order      
 
Virginia Olsen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. Unfinished Business   
 
A. Council Presentation 
  
The group discussed the draft outline for the Council presentation, focusing on the work plan 
items. The committee agreed to the following order for the presentation: 
 
1. Code enforcement 
2. Educational materials in other languages 
3. Public outreach liaisons 
4. Community gardens 
5. Photos of diverse community in city hall 
6. Internships at city hall 
7. Contacting organizations 
8. Back to School Fair 

 
Committee members agreed that the items are not recommendations to Council for the April 22 
Council Study Session but rather issues to explore and that the intent would be to report back to 
Council before the end of the year after further research. 
 
The group also agreed they wanted to have further discussion about how to promote relevant 
employment training with other highline cities and the community college. 
   
3. Adjournment 
 
Virginia Olsen adjourned the meeting at 6:22 p.m. 
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CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

April 23, 2014  
 

Members present:  
 
Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi, Virginia Olsen, Pat Patterson and alternate Nibret Aga. 
 
Members absent:  
 
Abdiwali Mohamed, Keith Siebler and Matthew York. 
  
1. Call to Order      
 
Virginia Olsen called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
The committee approved the March 26, 2014, minutes with one correction to the spelling of Mr. 
Hashi’s first name. 
 
3. Community Conversations 
 
Members shared their experiences and observations on the community, including on the Highline 
Schools Foundation’s recent fund-raiser, the program for homeless families in the Highline 
School District, events at the SeaTac Senior Center and Project Feast. 
 
4. Public Comment 
 
One community member in the audience made comment. 
 
5. New Business   
 
A. Debrief from Council Presentation 
  
Abdirahman Hashi began the committee conversation on the April 22 Council presentation. 
Members agreed that the presentation went well. They also decided that they wanted to follow up 
on Mayor Gregerson’s advice to provide more information on suggested programs so a 
placeholder could be put in the budget by June if possible, or for the biennial budget adjustment 
if that timeframe isn’t workable. The committee also agreed to focus on providing Council with a 
more thoroughly researched set of preliminary recommendations by December 2014. 
 
B. Work Plan Implementation 

 
1. Committee members spoke at length about how to proceed with items on their 

work plan. A summary is below:Community connectors are the committee’s first 
priority. Staff liaison Gwen Voelpel will invite Global to Local and Community 
and Economic Development staff involved in the recent Angle Lake Station Area 
outreach effort to the May meeting. Members committed to reading the Forterra 



report, “Connecting to the Future: Inclusive outreach and engagement in the City 
of Tukwila” before the May meeting. 

2. Community gardens are the committee’s second priority. Mr. Patterson provided 
information on neighboring cities’ programs (Attachment A). He also shared that 
he spoke with Parks & Recreation Director Kit Ledbetter, who estimated the cost 
to construct a garden at $50,000-$70,000. The Director indicated to Pat that he 
didn’t believe the cost of water would be significant and could be absorbed by the 
City. Pat also found that there are many gardeners working with the Highline 
Botanical Garden Foundation who would be interested in aiding in the effort. The 
group agreed, since this was a primary priority for Mr. York, to ask Matthew to 
coordinate a speaker from the non-profit community garden group in Federal Way 
to attend the May meeting. Joe Scorcio, Community and Economic Development 
Director, will already be in attendance and can speak to the status of the City’s 
comprehensive plan policies that support community gardens. 

3. Translated code enforcement public information is the third priority. As the group 
had already heard a request for feedback on this idea from Code Enforcement 
Officer Barb Canfield, the group felt comfortable in talking to Mr. Scorcio about 
translating the “Good Neighbor” brochure or a similar overview piece into the 
three main languages other than English spoken in the school district—Spanish, 
Somali and Punjabi. The group agreed to ask Mr. Scorcio for an estimate of the 
cost of publishing the brochure in those three languages at a quantity to be 
established by his staff at the May meeting.  

4. The group agreed to put their other priority work plan items on hold: Ms. 
Blackburn can invite Julie Burr from the school district when the committee is 
ready to talk about internships. Mr. Ledbetter indicated that Lawrence Ellis from 
Parks & Recreation could be consulted on the photo display at City Hall to reflect 
the diversity of the community. The group will discuss participation in the Back to 
School Fair at their June meeting and decide how they want to participate. And the 
other work plan item that is not scheduled for discussion is contacting other 
organizations, although Mr. York indicated he would contact Rotary at a prior 
meeting. 

   
6. Future Meeting Topics 

A. May 28, 2014: 1) Community Connectors; 2) Community Gardens; 3) Code Enforcement 
Public Education. 

B. June 25, 2014: 1) Roles (Rotation and/or Redefinition); 2) Back to School Fair 
Participation; 3) Other Work Plan Item Scheduling—Photo Display; Internships; 
Contacting Organizations. 

C. July 23, 2014: TBD 
 

7. Adjournment 
 
Virginia Olsen adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
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Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Dec 2013 ~ January 2014 ~ Feb 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

New Year’s Day 
2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
Guru Gobind Singh Birthday 
(Sikh) 

6  
 

7  
Cambodian Victory Day 
Ethiopian Christmas 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
Mghi-Lohri (Sikh) 
Milad un Nabi (Islamic) 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
Milad un Nabi (Shia) (Sikh) 

19  
 

20  
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
Tet Holiday 

29  
Tet Holiday 

30  
Vietnamese New Year’s Eve 

31  
Chinese New Year 
Vietnamese New Year’s Eve 
Guru Har Rai Birthday (Sikh) 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2013-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Jan 2014 ~ February 2014 ~ Mar 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

 

2  
Groundhog Day 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Lincoln’s Birthday 

13  
Refugee and Immigrant 
Lobbying Day in Olympia 

14  
Valentine’s Day 
Susan B. Anthony’s Birthday 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
Presidents’ Day/Washington’s 
Birthday 
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Feb 2014 ~ March 2014 ~ Apr 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

 

2  
Victory at Adway Day (Ethiopia) 

3  
Read Across America Day 

4  
 

5  
Ash Wednesday 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
St. Patrick’s Day 
Hola Mohalla (Sikh) 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Notes: Mention of International Women’s Day but don’t have a date 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/February-Calendar/February-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/April-Calendar/April-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Mar 2014 ~ April 2014 ~ May 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

 
2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
King’s Commemoration Day 
Day of Valor (Philippines) 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday 
Palm Sunday 

14  
Khmer New Year 
Vaisakhi (Sikh) 

15  
Passover (first day) 
Khmer New Year 

16  
Khmer New Year 

17  
 

18  
Good Friday 
Guru Tegh Bahadur Birthday 
(Sikh) 

19  
Easter Sunday 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
Passover (last day) 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
Labor Day/Reunification Day 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/March-Calendar/March-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Apr 2014 ~ May 2014 ~ Jun 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

Law Day 
Somali/Cambodian/Ethiopian/Philippines/ 
International Labor Day 

2  
Guru Arjan Dev Birthday (Sikh) 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
Mothers’ Day 

12  
 

13  
King Sihamoni’s Birthday 

14  
King Sihamoni’s Birthday 

15  
Peace Officers Memorial Day 
King Sihamoni’s Birthday  

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Guru Amar Das Birthday (Sikh) 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
Memorial Day 

27  
Lailat al Miraj (Islamic) 

28  
Derg Downfall Day (Ethiopian 
National Day) 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/April-Calendar/April-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/June-Calendar/June-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ May 2014 ~ June 2014 ~ Jul 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
Samoan Independence Day 

2  
Samoan Independence Day 

3  
Samoan Independence Day 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Philippines Independence Day 

13  
 

14  
Flag Day 
Lailat al Bara’ah (Islamic) 

15  
Fathers’ Day 

16  
Guru Arjan Dev Martyrdom 
(Sikh) 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
North Somali Independence Day  
from UK 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
Ramadan Starts (or 28th?) 

30  
 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/May-Calendar/May-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Jun 2014 ~ July 2014 ~ Aug 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

Independence Day/Union of 
North and South Somalia 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
United States Independence 
Day 

5  
Guru Hargobind Birthday (Sikh) 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Guru Har Krishan Birthday (Sikh) 
Laylat al Kadr (Islamic) 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
Ramadan Ends (or 28th?) 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/June-Calendar/June-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/August-Calendar/August-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Jul 2014 ~ August 2014 ~ Sep 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1  

 
2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
Back to School Fair Valley Ridge 
Park 9AM-2PM 

15  
Assumption of Mary 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/July-Calendar/July-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/September-Calendar/September-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Aug 2014 ~ September 2014 ~ Oct 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

United States Labor Day 
2  
Vietnamese Independence Day 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
Patriot Day 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
Rosh Hashana 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/August-Calendar/August-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/October-Calendar/October-2014-Calendar.html�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Sep 2014 ~ October 2014 ~ Nov 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

 
2  
 

3  
Waqf al Arafa-Hajj (Islamic) 

4  
Yom Kippur 
Eid al-Adha (Islamic) 
 

5  
Eid al-Adha 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
First Day of Sukkot 
Guru Ram Das Birthday (Sikh) 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
Columbus Day 
Luto a Tamiti (Samoan) 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
Vietnamese Women’s Day 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Diwali (Sikh) 

24  
 

25  
Hijra – Islamic New Year 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
Halloween 

Notes: 

 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/September-Calendar/September-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/November-Calendar/November-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/sukkot�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Oct 2014 ~ November 2014 ~ Dec 2014 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

All Saints’ Day 

2  
Election Day 

3  
Day of Ashura (Islamic) 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
Guru Nanak Birthday (Sikh) 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
Veterans Day 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
Guru Tegh Bahadur Martyrdom 
(Sikh) 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
Thanksgiving 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
First Sunday of Advent 
Bonifacio Day (Philippines) 

Notes: 

More Calendars from WinCalendar: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar, Reference Calendar 
  

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/October-Calendar/October-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/December-Calendar/December-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/Online-Calendar-With-Holidays�


Community Building Committee Event Calendar 
February 11, 2014 

 

Created with WinCalendar Calendar Creator        More Templates: 2013 Calendar, 2014 Calendar 

 

 

◄ Nov 2014 ~ December 2014 ~ Jan 2015 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
Chanukah (first day) 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
Last Day of Chanukah 
Christmas Eve 

25  
Christmas Day 

26  
Washington’s Birthday 
Kwaanza (until January 1) 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
New Year’s Eve 

Notes: Need to add Holiday of Hope. 

 

http://www.wincalendar.com/calendar-maker.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2013-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/2014-Word-Calendar.htm�
http://www.wincalendar.com/November-Calendar/November-2014-Calendar.html�
http://www.wincalendar.com/January-Calendar/January-2015-Calendar.html�
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