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Overview 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

 

Why Food Policy? 
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Overview 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Agriculture 

• From 1997 to 2007, the region lost 

11.6% of it farmland and 321 farms 

 

Economic Impact 

• Agriculture counts for more than $8 

billion of our state’s revenue 
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Overview 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Health and Hunger 

 

• Over 4 million visits to regional food 

banks in 2008 

 

• 26% of the region’s adults are classified 

as obese. 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Designed as resources for local 

governments 

 

Topics Addressed: 

• Comprehensive Planning 

• Farmers Markets 

• Local Food Procurement 

• Urban Agriculture 

• Rural Farmland Preservation 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 
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Background 

Recommendations 
with examples 

Resources 

Topic 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Comprehensive Plan Policies 

Incorporate supportive policies in the 

comprehensive plan: 

• Agriculture and community gardening 

• Healthy food access 

• Local food economy 

• Procurement 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Farmers Markets 

 

• Streamline permitting and fees  

• Identify locations for farmers markets  

• Consider permitting markets to operate 

on city-owned property. 

• Define farmers markets 

OVERVIEW 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Local Food Procurement 

Support institutional procurement policies 

that encourage purchases of locally grown 

food products. 

• Target Percentage of Local Food 

Purchases 

• Mandated Percent Price Purchases 

• Geographic Preference 

• Comprehensive Plan Policies to 

Promote Local Food Procurement 
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Policy Blueprints 

REGIONAL FOOD POLICY COUNCIL 

Urban Agriculture 

Facilitate urban agriculture activities by 

ensuring they are permitted by 

development  regulations and other 

municipal code, and have adequate space 

to occur 

• Code Changes 

• Identify land available and used for 

urban agriculture 

OVERVIEW 
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For More Information 

Rebeccah Maskin, Senior Planner 
Rmaskin@psrc.org, 206-464-5833  

 
Liz Underwood-Bultmann, Associate Planner 
lunderwood-bultmann@psrc.org, 206-464-6174 
 

Project Website 
http://www.psrc.org/growth/foodpolicy  
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