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CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

August 28, 2013 
 

Members present:  
Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi, Abdiwali Mohamed, Virginia Olsen, Pat Patterson, Keith 
Siebler, Nibret Aga, Alternate (arrived 6:10 p.m.) 

Members absent:  
Matthew York. 

1. Call to Order 
Virginia Olsen called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
The July minutes were approved as written. 
 

3. Old Business:  
A. Mission Statement 

The Committee discussed the various versions of the mission statement developed during 
the last meeting (Attachment A). After discussion, the Committee agreed to adopt the 
following as a draft mission statement: 

“Build stronger relationships among communities and with the City of SeaTac to 
enhance a safe, healthy place for all to thrive.” 

B. Short Term Action Updates 
• Survey residents and employees 
• Compile/contact community organizations 

The Committee discussed progress on the short-term actions they developed during their 
June 26 meeting and are included in the boxed section of the meeting notes (Attachment B). 
Under the first bulleted item regarding surveying residents and employees, the Committee 
agreed to ask three specific questions of all future guest speakers: 

1. What is your role? 
2. What do you see as needs in the city of SeaTac? 
3. How can this committee assist you in meeting those needs? 

Under the second bulleted item regarding approaching organizations, Gwen Voelpel handed out 
an outdated/draft City-created list of community organizations as requested by the committee 
(Attachment C). The committee agreed to review the list and send updates to the Staff Liaison so 
an updated compilation can be provided at the September meeting as follows: 
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1. Jean Blackburn: Volunteered to update list of school contacts. 
2. Pat Patterson: Volunteered to update list of City of SeaTac contacts. 
3. Abdiwali and Abdirahman: Volunteered to update list of East African community 

contacts. 
 

4. Community Conversations 
Members were given an opportunity to share an interaction or conversation they’ve had since 
the last meeting regarding the work of the Community Building Committee or community 
issues.  
 

5. Public Comment 
The Committee invited comment from those in attendance. Two people commented. 
 

6. New Business:  
A. Human Services/Demographics 
City of SeaTac Human Services Manager Colleen Brandt-Schluter shared information with 
the Committee on human services programming and needs as well as demographics from the 
Highline School District. She also provided a list of human service providers (Attachment 
D). Following a question regarding the number of refugees settling in SeaTac, she suggested 
a presentation from the International Rescue Committee on resettlement processes. 

 

7. Future Meeting Topics 
Abdiwali Mohamed led a discussion on future meeting topics. The group agreed to ask the 
three key questions (3.B. above) of Police Community Services Officer Mechee Burnett at 
the September meeting and add one other specific question: What are the issues with youth 
you are experiencing in the community? The Committee agreed to revisit the community 
organization list with member updates at the September meeting and adopt the by-laws. The 
Committee added to the list of future meeting topics for February 2014 a discussion of how 
they can contribute to the Back to School Fair. 
 

8. Adjourn: 
Virginia Olsen adjourned the meeting at 7:28 p.m. 

 






















