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CITY OF SEATAC 
COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 26, 2013 
 

Members present:  
Jean Blackburn, Abdirahman Hashi, Abdiwali Mohamed, Virginia Olsen, Pat Patterson, Keith 
Siebler, Kenneth Taylor (Alternate) 

Members absent:  
Matthew York 

Staff and elected officials present:  
Councilmember Barry Ladenburg, Caren Adams (facilitator—Public Health – Seattle & King 
County), Code Compliance Program Coordinator Meghan McKnight and Assistant City 
Manager/Staff Liaison Gwen Voelpel 

1. Call to Order 
Gwen Voelpel called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
The minutes were approved as written. 
 

3. Old Business:  
None. 
 

4. New Business:  
 

a. Community Conversations 
Each member shared an interaction/conversation they have had with another community 
member regarding the work of the Community Building Committee since the last meeting.  
 
b. Group Process 
Caren Adams presented a graphic of what decision making looks like without a decision rule 
(Attachment A). She then presented a modified consensus building decision making model to 
the group (Attachment B). The group agreed to the decision making model.  
 
Gwen Voelpel then conducted a drawing for members to pick position numbers for the 
purposes of tracking vacancies and appointments. Lengths of terms were already assigned by 
Council during the appointment process.  
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Next, Gwen Voelpel presented a draft list of proposed roles for all group members 
(Attachment C). The group agreed that nothing was missing in the roles and that the roles 
were useful. Members also agreed to check in after six months on how the role assignments 
are working. Members then volunteered for the roles.  
 
c. Mission Statement 
The group began a discussion about key words and phrases of interest that may form the 
basis of a mission statement in the future, including language from the establishing ordinance 
for the Committee and action items from the May meeting (Attachment D). The results of 
that discussion were captured on flip charts. The group agreed to ask Caren Adams and 
Gwen Voelpel to draft a proposed mission statement to present to the Committee at its next 
meeting. 
 
d. Short/Long Term Actions 
The group was asked to brainstorm individually, then in groups of two, then in two groups to 
identify three to four actions they would like to be involved with in the coming year and find 
commonalities. The two groups were asked to identify their top two short-term actions and 
actions they would take to start that work. Caren Adams then asked the Committee to 
consider the short term actions and what long term actions they seem to point toward. 
 
e. Future Meetings 
Gwen Voelpel indicated she would meet with Abdiwali Mohamed and Caren Adams to plan 
the future meeting agenda for July 24, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

5. Adjourn: 
Gwen Voelpel adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 
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