Planning Commission Agenda

January 16, 2024
5:30 pm
Hybrid Meeting

The Planning Commission consists of seven members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed
by the City Council. The Commission primarily considers plans and regulations relating to the
physical development of the city, plus other matters as assigned. The Commission is an
advisory body to the City Council.

Members: Alyne Hansen (Chair), Tony Zuniga Sanchez (Vice Chair), Karin Ellis, Damiana
Merryweather, Jagtar Saroya, Bandhanijit Singh

Staff Coordinator: Jenn Kester, Planning Manager

A quorum of the Council may be present.

ITEM | TOPIC PROCESS WHO TIME

1 Call to Order / Roll Call Chair 5:30
(2 min)

2 Approval of the minutes of December 19, | Review and Members 5:32
2023, and January 2, 2024, meetings. Approve (3 min)

3 Public Comment on items not on the Chair 5:35
agenda. (5 min)

Comments on agenda items will be
addressed after the staff presentation
and Commission discussion on each item
below.

See Public Comment Process below.

4 Public Hearing on Sign Code Public Hearing and | Staff and 5:40
Amendments potential Members (30 min)
Recommendation
5 CED Staff Report Briefing Staff 6:10
(3 min)
6 Planning Commission Comments Discussion Members 6:13
(including suggestions for next meeting (2 min)
agenda)
7 Adjourn 6:15

This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid format with in-person and remote options for public
participation. The meeting will be broadcast on SeaTV Government Access Comcast Channel
21 and live-streamed on the City’s website https://www.seatacwa.gov/seatvlive.

Public Comment Process: The commission will hear in-person public comments and is also
providing remote oral and written public comment opportunities. All comments shall be
respectful in tone and content. Providing written comments and registering for oral comments
must be done by 3:30 pm the day of the meeting. Registration is required for remote comments
and encouraged for in-person comments. Any requests to speak or provide written public
comments which are not submitted following the instructions provided or by the deadline will not
be included as part of the record.



https://www.seatacwa.gov/seatvlive

e Instructions for providing remote oral public comments are located at the following
link: Council Committee and Citizen Advisory Committee Virtual Meetings.

e Submit email/text public comments to PCPublicComment@seatacwa.gov. The comment will
be mentioned by name and subject and then placed in the committee handout packet
posted to the website.



https://www.seatacwa.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=29226
mailto:PCPublicComment@seatacwa.gov
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CITY OF SEATAC 01716720

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Minutes of December 19, Meeting

Members present: Chair Alyne Hansen, Bandhanjit Singh, Damiana Merryweather, Jagtar Saroya,

Karin Ellis, Vice Chair Tony Zuniga Sanchez

Members absent:

Staff & Other
Present: Planning Manager Jenn Kester, Associate Planner Laura Stilwell, Admin Asst 3
Barbara Mailo
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
e Chair Hansen called the meeting to order and roll call at 5:32 pm.
2. Approval of the minutes of November 21, 2023.
e Vice Chair Sanchez motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Commissioner
Merryweather seconded.
Motion Passed: 6-0
3. Public Comments on items not on the agenda.
Received 2 written public comments from King County resident Turner Bradcliff regarding North
SeaTac Park.
4. Sign Code Amendment Package Overview

Presented by Associate Planner Stilwell.

The purpose of the presentation is to provide a refresher of sign code topics that have been
addressed, solicit feedback from the Planning Commission, and seek recommendation about
moving forward to public hearing.

Discussion commenced with Vice Chair Sanchez, Planning Manager Kester, Associate Planner
Stilwell, Chair Hansen, Commissioner Merryweather, and Commissioner Ellis.

o There were no objections to moving forward with public hearing.

5. CED Staff Report

Report by Planning Manager Kester.

o The Planning Commission meeting on January 2" will be an overview of the
Comprehension Amendment docket process, the official code process that outlines how
we review amendments to our Comprehensive Plan. A portion of that is the Envision 2044
work and the Planning Our City Together including other amendments. Principal Planner
Kaehny will attend to keep the Planning Commission informed.

o January 16" Planning Commission will hold the public hearing on the Sign Code. After the
public hearing, the Planning Commission may make a recommendation.
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o Principal Planner Kaehny and OTAK Consultant Team will be here to talk about

development scenarios for the greater comprehensive plan areas.

o Senior Planner Dennis Hartwick, who handled mostly Current Planning has resigned and
we are actively looking for another Senior Planner to fill Dennis’s position.

o Update on Tom Dantzler’s vacant position — Mayor Simpson has decided to allow the
newly appointed Mayor in January to move on with that appointment process.

Planning Commission Comments (including suggestions for next meeting agenda)
None

. Adjournment

e Vice Chair Sanchez motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Merryweather
seconded.

e Motion Passed: 6-0

The meeting adjourned at 6:02 pm.
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CITY OF SEATAC 01716720

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Minutes of January 2, 2024, Meeting

Members present: Bandhanjit Singh, Damiana Merryweather, Karin Ellis, Vice Chair Tony Zuniga

Sanchez

Members absent:  Chair Alyne Hansen, Jagtar Saroya

Staff & Other
Present: Planning Manager Jenn Kester, Principal Planner Kate Kaehny, Admin Asst 3
Barbara Mailo, Senior Assistant City Attorney Cindy Corsilles
1. Call to Order/Roll Call
¢ Vice Chair Sanchez called the meeting to order and roll call at 5:36 pm.

2. Public Comments on items not on the agenda.
None

3. Planning our City Together Projects and 2024 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket
Process
Presented by Principal Planner Kaehny.
The purpose of the presentation was to provide update on the Planning Our City Together
projects including Envision SeaTac 2044, the Transportation Master Plan (TMP), the City
Center/Airport District Subarea Plan, and provide a detailed overview on the 2024 Comprehensive
Plan Docket process.
Informational briefing — no action requested.
Discussion commenced with Commissioner Merryweather, Principal Planner Kaehny, Planning
Manager Kester, and Commissioner Singh.

4. CED Staff Report
Report by Planning Manager Kester.

o Staff will resume discussion on the Comprehensive Plan and City Center updates in
upcoming meetings.

o Public Hearing is scheduled on January 16th for the Sign Code. The Planning
Commission may choose to make recommendations or proceed to do so in the
following meeting.

5. Planning Commission Comments (including suggestions for next meeting agenda)
None
6. Adjournment
e Commissioner Merryweather motioned to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Ellis
seconded.

e Motion Passed: 4-0

The meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm.
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City of SeaTac

Community and Economic Development

Public Hearing Staff Report
File Number(s): CAM22-0003, SEP22-0003
Project Name: “Sign Code Amendment”

Project Summary: The City is proposing amendments to the SeaTac Zoning Code related to SMC 15.600,
“Sign Code”. The intent of these revisions is to bring the Sign Code into compliance with various Supreme
and Circuit Court rulings regarding content neutrality in recent years. In addition to the proposed content
neutrality-related amendments, this package included changes affecting other Sign Code topics, which are
categorized as follows: Electronic Signs, Miscellaneous Clean-Up, Freestanding/Monument Signs, and
Building-Mounted Signs.

Applicant: City of SeaTac

1. Background
In 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court changed the way sign codes are analyzed for First Amendment issues
in the Reed v. Gilbert case. The city of Gilbert, AZ prohibited the display of outdoor signs without a
permit, but exempted 23 categories of signs, most notably, ideological signs, political signs, and
temporary directional signs. The court ruled that regulation of different types of non-commercial speech
violated the First Amendment. The basic principle is one of content neutrality: if a code enforcement
officer must read the content of the sign in order to determine which category the sign falls under, and
therefore which regulations apply, then the sign code regulation is content-based on its face and is
subject to strict scrutiny.

Strict scrutiny holds the challenged law as presumptively invalid unless the government can demonstrate
that the law or regulation is necessary to achieve a "compelling state interest". The standard is the
highest and most stringent standard of judicial review and can almost never be met by a zoning code. In
relation to sign codes, governments must bear the burden of going to court to deny the permit, and
must bear the burden of proof once in court.

However, the Reed case did not address commercial sign code provisions. In Contest Promotions v. City and
County of San Francisco (2017), the Plaintiff challenged San Francisco’s ordinance that banned off-site
commercial signs, but broadly exempted off-site non-commercial signs. The Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals affirmed that the strict scrutiny standard used in the Reed case only applies to non-commercial
speech, and commercial speech does not receive the same protections.

Finally, in 2021, Reagan National Advertising sued the City of Austin. Austin banned digital off-premise
billboards along the sides of its roads due to concetns about driver safety, and to preserve the scenic
quality of its roadways. Reagan argued that the sign code’s distinction between the digitization of on-
premises and off-premises signs violated the First Amendment due to content-based speech restriction.
The court ruled in favor of Austin, arguing that treating signs differently depending on location is
content-neutral.

II. Summary of Amendments
The following amendments related to signs, as detailed in Exhibit A, the draft code, are proposed.

11/20/2023 Page 1 of 4
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A. Electronic Message Signs

a.

b.

Purpose statement: New purpose statement regarding regulations facilitating the use of
electronic sign technologies to provide protection from nuisances associated with them.
Definitions: New definition for Foot Candle; amended definition for Electronic Sign (now
“Electronic Message Sign”).

Commercial/ Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs: Removed requirement for type of
external illumination to be approved by the Director prior to issuance of a sign permit.
Electronic Message Signs: Eliminated requitement for freestanding/monument or building-
mounted electronic signs to have a non-electronic, fixed portion of the sign that is at least
50% of the size of the electronic portion of the sign.

Light Levels: Added requirements for all electronic signs to have the means to immediately
turn off the display if it malfunctions/doesn’t comply with Section regulations; maximum
brightness levels are changed from nits to foot candles to reflect current industry standards,
with a new measurement distance calculation; new statement declaring that all electronic
message signs shall be designed to prevent light trespass into the sky;

Additional Requirements: Eliminated.

Requirements Applicable to All Signs (Sign Illumination): New statement that all illuminated
signs shall be designed to prevent light trespass into the sky.

B. Clean-Up

a.

h.

i

Authority and Application: Amended to be “Authority, Application and Exclusions”, as
SMC 15.600.110 (Exempt Signs or Displays) has been incorporated into this section;
provisions of the chapter now apply to all signs in the City, regardless of the type or nature;
SMC 15.600.010.C is eliminated, as it is already covered in SMC 15.600.170 Permits and
Fees.

Definitions: Added application/specificity to chapter statement; new definition for “Area of
Facade”; eliminated definitions for “Dawn to Dusk”, “Office Building”, “Penthouse”,
“Single-Occupancy Building”, “Surface Area”, and “Surface Area of Facade”.

General Sign Provisions: SMC 15.600.180 “Requirements Applicable to All Signs”
incotporated into SMC 15.600.020.

Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs: Added daycare “facility” for consistency
with definition; added “short-term rental” terminology; removed mention of agricultural
crop sales being allowed internally illuminated signs.

Secondary Signage/Grand Opening and Special Event Signs: Removed mention of displays
allowed from “dawn to dusk”.

Prohibited Signs: Removed “State law”, added specific RCW.

Nonconforming Signs: Amended section to have language speak only to what a
nonconforming sign is; removed all mentions of nonconforming sign permits, as we have
never had one, and only want to speak on basic nonconforming provisions.

Billboards: Removed section, as there is already language in “Prohibited Signs” regarding
billboards.

Appeals: Removed section, as it is already dealt with via the regular appeal process in SMC
15.115.070.

C. Freestanding/Monument Signs

11/21/2023

a.

b.

Signage — Zero to Five Feet Front Property Line Setback Critetia: Moved under all
monument/freestanding sign setback standards.

Definitions: Amended definition for “Freestanding Sign” and added new illustration;
amended definition for “Monument Sign” and added new illustration; removed definition
for “Neighborhood Unit”;

CAM21-0003 Page 2 of 4
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General Sign Provisions: Amended minimum distance allowed between freestanding signs
on cach street frontage; added Monument Sign Design regulations.
Commercial/Office/Industtrial Zone Classification Signs: Removed 0 to 5 ft setback
exception from corner lots.

Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs: Added language to setback provision
regarding applicants providing sightline justification/documentation.

Requirements Applicable to All Signs: Removed landscaping for monument signs
requirement.

D. Building-Mounted Signs

a.

» <

Definitions: Removed definitions for “Awning”, “Canopy”, “Marquee”, “Parapet”’; amended
definitions for “Awning Sign”, “Building-Mounted Sign”, “Canopy-Mounted Sign”,
“Marquee Sign”, “Parapet Sign”, “Porte-Cochere” (now “Porte-Cochere Sign”).
Commercial/ Office/Industtial Zone Classification Signs: Amended provision regarding sign
height; amended provision regarding freestanding canopy structure signs; added language to
provision regarding width of decorative lighting strips or accents; eliminated provision
regarding maximum sign surface area permitted, as it is already addressed in Variances.
Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs: Added zone classifications that were
missing from list.

E. Content Neutrality

11/21/2023

a.
b.

C.

Purpose: Added new purpose statement.

Authority and Application: Added two new statements.

Definitions: Added new definitions for “Aerial Displays”, “Commercial Sign”, “Sign Copy”;
amended definitions for “Billboard”, “Directional Sign”, “Informational Sign”,
“Noncommercial Public Service Sign” (now “Noncommercial Sign”), “Primary Sign(s)”
(now “Permanent Sign(s))”, “Sign”, “Sign, Off-Premises”, “Sign, On-Premises”,
“Temporary Freestanding Sign” (now “Temporary Sign”); eliminated definitions for
“Community Use,” “Construction Sign”, “Message”, “Mural”, “Mural Sign”, “Pennants”,
“Political Sign”, “Secondary Signs”, “Subdivision Signs”, “Streamer”.

General Sign Provisions: Replaced all mentions of “Primary” with “Permanent” signs, as the
“Secondary Signs” category has been eliminated; replaced “chutches, schools and
community” with “non-commercial”’; “Ditectional Signs” subsection amended, with sign not
allowed to exceed 9 square feet and portable directional signs adhering to new Temporary
Sign Standards regulations.

Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs: Eliminated two unused sign
surface area provisions regarding secondary signs.

Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs: Removed provisions regarding
subdivision/townhome signs and chutches/schools/community uses in the UL and T
zones; removed provisions regarding temporary freestanding signs and portable off-premises
signs on private property.

Secondary Signage: Eliminated section and split up regulations between General Sign
Provisions and new Temporary Sign Standards.

Political Signs: Replaced with “Noncommercial Speech Signs”, eliminated existing
provisions, and added new provisions regarding maximum size and height.

Temporary Sign Standards: New section with new standards, also addresses temporary signs
in the ROW and off-premise, commercial temporary signs in the ROW.

Garage and Yard Sale Signs: Eliminated section.

Exempt Signs or Displays: Eliminated mention of “reasonable seasonal decorations” and
“public holiday season”; eliminated provision regarding flags of institutions, as well as
sculptutes, fountains, etc. Added new language regarding signs internal to a site/not visible
at the ground level, as well as public art such as murals.

CAM21-0003 Page 3 of 4
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II1.Planning Commission Review
A. The Planning Commission reviewed the topic and proposed amendments at its February 7, March

21, April 18, May 16, June 6, October 17, and November 7, 2023, meetings.

IV. Regulatory Requirements
A. SEPA Review

The City served as SEPA Lead Agency for this proposal and issued a Determination of

Nonsignificance (DNS) on Danuary 2,2024. TThe comment period for the SEPA action will expire on | Commented [JK1]: I think we official issued on 1/2 since
January 18, 2024 at 5pm. No public comments have been received to date. that is when it was in the paper, but extended the comment
deadline.
B. Washington State Department of Commerce Review Commented [LS2R1]: Thank you, that makes sense.

The City submitted a Request for Expedited 14-day Review with Notice to Intent to Adopt
Amendments to Commerce on December 15, 2023. No comments from Commerce have been
received to date.

C. Public Hearing Notice
Notice of this public hearing was published in the Seattle Times on January 2, 2024.

V. Staff Recommendation
Staff believes these proposed regulations comply with Federal Law, State Law, serve the present needs
of the community, and are consistent with the City of SeaTac Comprehensive Plan.

VI. Planning Commission Consideration
Planning Commission should hold a public hearing, take testimony, and provide City Council a

recommendation to approve or deny the proposed amendments, approve with specific modifications.
The Planning Commission recommendation is requested by February 6, 2024 but may provide its
recommendation after the public heating on January 16, 2024.

VII. Exhibits

A. Proposed Code Amendments
B. SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance

Prepared by: Laura Stilwell, Associate Planner
Prepared on: 01/09/2024

11/21/2023 CAM21-0003 Page 4 of 4
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SeaTac Municipal Code Page 1/40
Chapter 15.600 SIGN CODE

Chapter 15.600

SIGN CODE

Sections:

15.600.005  Purpose

15.600.010  Authority, and Application and Exemptions

15.600.015  Definitions

15.600.020  General Sign Provisions

15.600.030  Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs

15.600.040  Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs

15.600.050  Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs

15.600.060  SignageZero-(0)-to-FEive(5)FeetEront Property LineSetbackCriteria Noncommercial Speech Sign
Standards

15.600.070  Secondary-Signage Temporary Sign Standards

15.600.080 Political Signs Electronic Message Signs

15.600.090  Real Estate Signs Prohibited Signs

15.600.100  Garage-and-Yard-Sale-Signs Nonconforming Signs

15-600-1470 15.600.110  Permits and Fees

S 600180 Reaui Licabl S
15-600-190 15.600.120  Administration, Enforcement and Sign Removal
15:600:200 15.600.130  Variance from Sign Code

15600210 Appeals

15.600.005 Purpose
A.  This chapter shall be known as the SeaTac Sign Code, may be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as
“this code.”

B.  The purpose and scope of this code is to protect the health, safety, property and welfare of the citizens of the
City of SeaTac (hereafter “City”), by establishing standards for the design, placement, size and maintenance of all
signs and sign structures in the City. Furthermore, it is the purpose of the regulations, standards and criteria of this
code to permit and encourage the design of signs which are responsive to the needs of the public in locating a
business establishment by identification, address and product and/or services information. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)

C. This code aims to address emerging trends in electronic message sign technologies and provide regulations
that facilitate the use of such technologies while ensuring protection of motorists and pedestrians from the hazards of
glare, startling bursts of light, and the use of virtual movement and animation intended to attract driver attention, to
hold driver gaze, and/or to otherwise distract drivers from the safe operation of their vehicles. The code’s intent is to
protect neighborhoods, surrounding development and the night sky from nuisance factors associated with such glare,

movement and animation of electronic message signs.

D. This chapter is not intended to and shall not be interpreted to restrict noncommercial speech on the basis of its
content, viewpoint, or message. No part of this chapter shall be construed to favor commercial speech over non-

commercial speech.

15.600.010 Authority, and Application and Exemptions
A. The prov1s1ons of th1s chapter shall apply to all exterior s1gns visible-from-public-orprivate streetsand-alh-

within the jurisdictional limits of the City,

regardless of the tvpe or nature

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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Chapter 15.600 SIGN CODE

€B.  Permits shall be required of all signs nine (9) square feet or greater in surface area, and illuminated or
electronic signs of any size. Nonilluminated signs less than nine (9) square feet in surface area are not required to
obtain a permit, but must meet all requirements of this code. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)

C. Any classification of signs in this chapter which purports to permit commercial speech by reason of its content
or identity of the sign user, or otherwise, shall be interpreted to allow noncommercial speech on the sign.

D. To the extent that any provision of this chapter is ambiguous, the term shall be interpreted not to regulate
speech on the basis of the content of the message.

E.  All signs not specifically defined and allowed or exempted by this code are prohibited.

F. The following are exempted from the regulations and requirements of this chapter, but may be subject to
regulation under other provisions of the SMC:

1. Traffic or pedestrian control signs or signals, signs in the public right-of-way indicating scenic or historic
points of interest, or signs which are erected or placed by or on the order of a public officer in the performance

of public duty;

2. Signs required by law;

3.  Noncommercial public service signs, providing such signs are nonilluminated, nonelectronic, do not
exceed eight (8) square feet in surface area and six (6) feet in height, and are limited to one (1) sign per street

frontage;

4. Official public notices, official court notices or official sheriff’s notices;

5. The flag of a government and other political or special purpose flags that are not intended to contribute to
a commercial advertising display;

6. Plaques, tablets or inscriptions indicating the name of a building, its date of erection, or other
commemorative information, which are an integral part of the building structure or are attached flat to the face

of the building, which are nonilluminated, and which do not exceed three (3) square feet in surface area;

7. Nonilluminated “No Trespassing,” “No Dumping,” “No Parking,” “Private Property,” “Fire Lane,”
“Handicapped Parking,” and other on-site informational signs, which shall not exceed three (3) square feet in

surface area;

8. Holiday and community special event decorations that do not display a commercial message;

9. Sandwich-board signs worn by a person while walking the public ways of the City;

10. Existing theater marquees (monument and/or building-mounted);

11. Signs when internal to the site and not visible or legible at the ground level from public rights-of-way,
parks, public easements, and public walkways.

12. Public art, such as murals of a non-commercial nature that do not conform to the definition of “sign.”

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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15.600.015 Definitions
In addition to the land use definitions in Chapter 15.105 SMC., the following definitions apply to this chapter; for
any term defined in this section that is also defined in SMC Title 15, the definition in this section shall control.

Words not defined herein shall have their common and ordinary meaning.

Aerial Displays

Signs in this category include balloons, pennants, spinners, strings of flags, streamers, tubes, and other devices
affected by the movement of the air or other atmospheric or mechanical means.

Animation

Movement or the appearance of movement of a sign display through the use of patterns of lights, changes in color or
light intensity, computerized special effects, video display, or through any other method; except for the scrolling of a
static message or scene onto or off a sign board in one (1) direction per message. Note that animation is prohibited

per SMC 15-:660-126(D) 15.600.090(D), Prohibited Signs.

Area of Facade

The area of that continuous front, side or back surface, including doors and windows, but excluding any roof area
and structures or elevators or air-conditioning equipment thereon; provided, that in the case of a roof sign, the
surface area of the facade shall be the area of that continuous front, side or back surface immediately beneath the
roof, including doors and windows, but excluding the roof area and structures for elevators or air conditioning
thereon.

Area or Surface Area of Sign

The area of a sign excluding sign support structures, which do not form part of the sign proper or the display.
Surface area shall be measured as follows:

A.  The “surface area” of the sign is determined by the height times the width of a typical rectangular sign or
other appropriate mathematical computation of surface area for nonrectangular signs.

B.  “Surface area” includes only one (1) face of a double-faced sign where the faces of the sign are parallel. If any
face is offset from parallel by more than five (5) degrees, such face shall be counted as a separate surface area.

C.  “Surface area” of a sign with more than two (2) faces, such as a cube or pyramid, shall be calculated as the
sum of the surface area of all faces, divided by two (2).

D. Inthe event of an irregular, three (3) dimensional object that serves as signage, where the surface area is not
readily measurable, the surface area shall be calculated by the largest area of the three (3) dimensional object visible
from any one (1) viewing angle.

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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WIDTH X HEIGHT = AREA
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Figure: SIGN SURFACE AREA CALCULATION
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FEigore:- AWNING

Awning Sign

Any sign erected upon, or against, an awning:, which is a roof-like cover that projects from the wall of a building for
the purpose of shielding a door or window from the elements.

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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AWning Sign

\.||||llll ‘

Figure: AWNING SIGN

Banner

A sign of a nonpermanent nature constructed of nonrigid materials.

Banner, Decorative Pole-Mounted

A cloth or fabric banner without text or corporate logos mounted to a pole and secured at the top and bottom.
Billboard

Generally, a large permanent outdoor advertising sign; containing a message,commereial-or-otherwise; unrelated to
the use or act1V1ty on the property on Wthh the 51gn is located—aﬁd—whles—e&s%em&Pﬂ-y—leased—fer—eemmefetal—

3 O O d d

te—fe%%rght—@%)—feet—m—wqdm The sign area is generally larger than that of a freestandmg sign, and is pole-
mounted.

Building-Mounted Sign

or-the-face-of a-marquee- A sign affixed to or erected against the wall of a building. Included in this definition are
signs of a commercial nature painted directly on a wall.

Canopy-Mounted Sign

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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Any sign or awning erected upon or against a canopy-, which is a freestanding structure affording protection from
the elements to persons or property thereunder.

Commercial Sign

Any sign, display, or device designed, intended or used to encourage or promote purchase or use of goods or

services.

Directional Sign

A-single—or-doublefaced Any sign net-exceedingnine{9)squarefeetinsurfacearea that is designed for the
purpose of te-guide-or-direet providing direction and/or orientation for pedestrian or vehicular traffic te-an-area—

Display

The visual information shown on a sign, including text, graphics, pictures, lights and background.
Electronic Message Sign

An electronic changeable copy sign eentaining-a that displays information with alphanumeric characters, including
keyboard generated punctuation and symbols, and static images, graphics, logos, or symbols and which may consist
of a pattern of lights using different combinations of light-emitting diodes (LEDs), fiber optics, and light bulbs, or
other technology capable of displaying static images, graphics, logos, and symbols thatean-be-changed-by-eleetrical;

electronic-orcomputerized-proecess. See SMC 15-600-136 15.600.080, FElectronic Message Signs, for requirements
regarding electronic message signs.

Facade

The exterior wall face of a building, extending from the ground to the top of the parapet or eaves, but not including
any portion of the roof. Each side of a building (i.e., each architectural elevation) is considered one (1) facade (see
Figure: FACADE). For buildings with more than one (1) occupant, the facade for each occupant shall be that portion
of the exterior wall face between the points where the interior walls between tenants intersect with the exterior wall.

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.
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West
Facade

Facade

Figure: FACADE

Flashing

A sign display that appears for less than one and one-half (1-1/2) consecutive seconds.
Foot Candle

A unit of light density incident on a plane (assumed to be horizontal unless otherwise specified), and measurable
with an illuminance meter, a.k.a light meter.

Freestanding Sign

A sign permanently mounted directly into the ground; or supported by one or more peles posts, pytens columns,
braees or a-selid-base other vertical structures or supports, and not attached to or dependent for support from any
building. Freestanding signs include those signs otherwise known as “pedestal signs,” “pele-signs; “pylon signs,’
and “monument signs.”

bl
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Sign
Height

Grade

Figure: FREESTANDING SIGN
Grade (Ground Level)

The elevation or level of the street (or parking lot) closest to the sign to which reference is made. In cases where the
property on which the sign is located is lower than the immediately adjacent street level, the ground level shall be
considered the street level to facilitate visibility of signage. In no case shall a sign be higher than twenty-five (25)
feet from the lowest grade of the property adjacent to the street level where the sign is proposed.

Height of Sign

The vertical distance from the grade to the highest point of a sign or any vertical projection thereof, including its
supporting columns, or the vertical distance from the relative ground level in the immediate vicinity.

Holographic Display

Any display that creates a three (3) dimensional image through projection. (Note: Holographic displays are

prohibited by SMC 45-:660-120(F) 15.600.090(F), Prohibited Signs.)
Inflatable Object

An inflatable object larger than eighteen (18) inches in diameter, such as a blimp, large air balloon or inflatable sport
equipment, used to attract attention to a special event or grand opening.

Informational Sign

A single—or-double-faced small sign of a noncommercial nature net-execeedingnine(9)-squarefeet-insurface-area

without advertising, intended primarily for the convenience of the public or to ensure the orderly operation of the
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site, including but not limited to signs designating restrooms, address numbers, hours of operation, business
directories, help wanted, public telephone, instructions regarding parking. Also included are property control and
warning signs such as “no trespassing,

99 <

no dumping,” etc.

Marquee Sign

Any sign that forms part of or is integrated into a marquee, which is a permanent roof-like projecting structure
attached to a building, and that does not extend above the height or beyond the limits of such marquee. Also
considered an extension of a building-mounted sign.

Monument Sign

A tvpe of freestandlng gre&ﬂd—meuﬁted—ﬁ*ed sign that is above ground level and i is wtth—a—helght—faﬁgmg—frem—ﬁlvl%

ealeul—at}eﬂa—fs attached to the ground asa—md%bzas%ef—sel-}d—eeﬂsttruet}e& bV means of a w1de base of sohd
appearance, with no open space between the sign and the ground.
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Height

Grade

Figure: MONUMENT SIGN
Multiple Building Complex

A group of structures housing more than one (1) type of retail business, office or commercial venture, and generally
under one (1) ownership and control.

Multiple Occupancy Building

A single structure housing more than one (1) type of retail business office or commercial venture.
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Noncommercial Sign

A sign which contains no message, statement, or expression related to commercial interests. Noncommercial signs
include, but are not limited to, signs expressing political views, religious views, or information about and/or
announcements of public agencies.

Parapet Sign

Any sign erected upon the parapet of a building, which is that portion of a building wall which extends above the

roof of the building on all building facades; nette-exeeed-the-height-efanyreofstructureshousing—
buildi Lati ; )
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Permanent Sign(s)

All permitted monument/freestanding and building-mounted signs (see SMC 15.600.030,
Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs and 15.600.040, Multi-Family Residential Zone
Classification Signs).

Portable Sign

A movable sign that is not permanently attached to a structure or the ground. Portable signs include A-frame signs
and signs mounted on a portable base, but not portable readerboards.

Porte-Cochere Sign

Any sign erected upon a porte-cochere, which is a A covering structure projecting horizontally from and attached to
a building, affording protection from the elements; typically used for loading and unloading of vehicles.

Property Line
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The line denoting the limits of legal ownership of property.
Readerboard

A sign or part of a sign on which the letters are replaceable by manual means, such as changing magnetic letters on a
sign board.

Roof Sign
A sign or sign structure erected above a roof, parapet, canopy or porte-cochere of a building or structure.

Scrolling

The vertical movement of a static message or display on an electronic message sign.

Any communication device, structure, or fixture which is intended for commercial or non-commercial use; using
graphics, written copy, letters, numbers, figures, symbols, logos, or registered trademarks. Painted wall designs or

patterns which do not represent a product, service or registered trademark, and which do not identify the user, are
not considered signs.

Sign Copy

Any combination of letters, numerals, words, symbols, pictures, emblems or other characters that constitute a
message in either permanent or removable form.

Sign, Off-Premises

A Any sign whieh i
th&n—t—h-&t—eﬁ—v&%eh—t-h%ﬁgﬂ—}s—leea%eé that dlrects attentlon to a bus1ness commodltv, service, act1v1tV or
entertainment not conducted, sold or offered upon the premises where the sign is located.

Sign, On-Premises

A Any sign which displa : ze-wh : :
carries advertisements 1nc1denta1 to a lawful use of the premises on Wthh it is located, 1nclud1n,q signs 1ndlcat1n,q the
business transacted at, services rendered, or goods sold or produced on the premises, or name of the person, firm or
corporation occupying the premises.
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Onp 3 on-securely-atta g -intendedforuse-foralimited period-of time: A sign structure
or device used for the display of messages or images, which is easily installed and removed and which is not
intended or suitable for long-term or permanent display due to the sign construction, materials, placement, or
installation. Any sign not covered by this definition is a permanent sign and must comply with the applicable
permanent sign regulations.

e V——y

Figure: EXAMPLES OF TEMPORARY SIGNS

Traveling
The horizontal movement of a static message or display on an electronic message sign.
Window Sign

All signs located inside and affixed to or within three (3) feet of a window of a building, whether temporary or
permanent, lighted or unlighted, which may be viewed from the exterior of the building. The term does not include
merchandise located within three (3) feet of a window. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)

15.600.020 General Sign Provisions
A. Requirements Applicable to All Signs.

1. Structural Requirements. The structure and erection of signs within the City shall be governed by the
adopted Uniform Sign Code and Building Code. Compliance with the Uniform Sign Code and Building Code
shall be a prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit under SMC 15.600.110, Permits and Fees.
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2. Electrical Requirements. Electrical requirements for signs within the City shall be governed by Chapter

13.180 SMC, Electrical Code. Compliance with the Electrical Code shall be required by every sign utilizing
electrical energy as a prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit under SMC 15.600.170, Permits and Fees.

3. Sign Ilumination. Illumination from or upon any sign shall be shaded, shielded, directed or reduced so
as to avoid undue brightness, glare, or reflection of light on private or public property in the surrounding area,
and so as to avoid unreasonably distracting pedestrians or motorists. “Undue brightness” is illumination in
excess of that which is reasonably necessary to make the sign reasonably visible to the average person on an
adjacent street. Additionally, electronic signs shall meet the standards of SMC 15.600.080, Electronic Message
Signs.

4. Sign Maintenance. All signs, including signs heretofore installed, shall be constantly maintained in a
state of security, safety, repair and professional appearance. If any sign is found not to be so maintained or is
insecurely fastened or otherwise dangerous, it shall be the duty of the owner and/or occupant of the premises on
which the sign is fastened to repair or remove the sign within five (5) days after receiving notice from the City

Manager or designee. The premises surrounding a monument sign shall be free and clear of rubbish and any
landscaping area free of weeds.

5. Sign Obstructing View or Passage. No sign shall be located so as to physically obstruct any door,
window or exit from a building. No sign shall be located so as to be hazardous to a motorist’s ingress or egress,

or visibility of traffic flow during ingress or egress, from parking areas of any way open to the public. All signs
shall comply with SMC 15.400.350, Sight Distance Requirements.

6. Landscaping for Monument Signs. All permanent monument signs shall include, as part of their design,
general landscaping and curbs about their base to prevent automobiles from hitting the sign-supporting
structure and to improve the overall appearance of the installation.

7. Sign Inspection. All sign users shall permit the periodic inspection of their signs by the City upon City
staff request.

8. Conflicting Provisions. Whenever two (2) provisions of this code overlap or conflict with regard to size

or placement of a sign, the more restrictive provision shall apply. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)
AB.  Number of Primary Permanent Signs.

1. Primary Permanent signage, consisting of monument/freestanding signage and facade/building-mounted
signage, is allowed within the commercial/industrial/office zones, multi-family zones, and for ehurehes;—
sehools-and-community non-commercial uses in the single-family residential zones as described in SMC
15.600.030, Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs, 15.600.040, Multi-Family Residential
Zone Classification Signs, and 15.600.050, Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs. Within these
zoning classifications, only one (1) menumentfreestanding sign is allowed per site;-as-deseribed-in-subsection—
Brofthisseetion. See subsection C of this section for a definition of “site”. Each business shall also be
allowed the facade signage described within SMC 15.600.030(B)(2) or 15.600.040(B)(2).

2. Where a site has multiple street frontages, one (1) menument/freestanding sign shall be allowed on each
street frontage, providing that there shall be a minimum of one hundred fifty 66} (150) feet between each
freestanding sign-, drawn in a straight line between the closest edges of the signs.

3. Inaresidential site of one hundred (100) dwelling units or greater, where the dwelling units are clustered
into defined neighborhoods usits, only one (1) menument/freestanding sign shall be allowed to identify each
neighborhood wait containing at least thirty-five (35) residential dwelling units.

C. Monument Sign Design. Any monument sign must be “integrated” (that is, all elements of the sign must be
incorporated in a single design).

1. Monument signs shall include design elements that effectively frame the sign on both faces.
Alternatively, signs that have a substantial framing element on one side may meet this provision.
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2. Monument signs shall integrate a top, middle, and bottom element. The top could include a distinctive
sign cap and/or include the name of a multi-tenant center. The middle can include a consistent framing
technique for an individual sign or multiple signs in a multi-tenant center. The bottom could include a
distinctive base design with special materials and/or design.

Signs less than six feet tall are exempt from this provision.

3. Monument signs shall include durable high-quality materials such as stone, brick, concrete, or steel and a
design that relates to and/or complements the design of on-site buildings and/or is coordinated with other site
design elements (such as distinctive lighting, monuments, wayfinding signs).

4. All permanent monument signs shall include, as part of their design, general landscaping and curbs about
their base to prevent automobiles from hitting the sign-supporting structure and to improve the overall
appearance of the installation.

5. Posts or other supports must be architecturally covered, painted, or otherwise treated to prevent
weathering, and to coordinate with the design of the sign.

. Setbacks.

1. Interior lots (as per SMC 15.110.030): Five (5) feet from the front property line; ten (10) feet from the
side property lines.

2. Corner lots: Five (5) feet from all property lines.

3. A sign may be set back between zero (0) feet and five (5) feet from the front property line, provided the
applicant provides justification and documented proof that the sign’s placement will not hinder vision clearance
(as per SMC 15.400.350) for existing and future development on the site.

Site. A site shall be considered to be the largest applicable area of the following:

1. A single business located on one (1) or more tax parcels;

2. Multiple uses sharing the area of one (1) or more tax parcels, whether in a multiple-occupancy building, a
multiple-building complex, or other common use of a parcel for business operations.
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DB F. Directional Signs. Directional signs are not included in the number of primary permanent signs so long as
the following conditions are met:

1. The sign shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in surface area.

a. Business identification shall comprise no more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the sign.

2. The number of directional signs shall not exceed one (1) per entrance to a site, except that two (2)
directional signs shall be allowed if necessary for safety and oriented to traffic approaching the entrance from
two (2) different directions.

Additional signs oriented to the street may be allowed only if shown to be necessary for safety purposes and
granted by the Director.

3. The sign is located on the premises to which the sign is intended to guide or direct pedestrian or vehicular
traffic, and meets all other standards of the code. If a directional sign is portable, or constructed of nonrigid

materials, itis-subjeet-to-the-limitations-on-numberand-placement-of portable-and-bannersigns-per-this-scetion-

see SMC 15.600.070, Temporary Sign Standards, for requirments

regarding temporary signs.

4.  Where a property lacks direct street frontage, an off-premises directional sign may be approved through a
variance process described in SMC 45-600-200 15.600.130, Variance from Sign Code.

DB G. Street Identification. Each enterprise, including each building in a multiple building complex, shall
display and maintain on-premises street address number identification.

EH. Each Sign Complete. In no case shall any sign contain a letter, word, or phrase that is continued onto
another sign. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)

15.600.030 Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs
A.  General.

1. This section regulates signs in the following zones: NB, CB, CB-C, RBX, I, and O/CM.

2. Illumination. Menument/freestanding Freestanding and building-mounted signs in the
commercial/office/industrial zones may be illuminated through internal and external illumination; provided,

that such illumination does not create glare on adjacent properties or traffic corridors, and that the following
conditions are met:
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a.  Internal Illumination. Internal illumination shall be allowed; provided, that if the sign is located
adjacent to or across from a single-family zone, one (1) of the following methods shall be used:

i.  Only the lettering and symbols on the sign shall be illuminated; or

ii.  Ifthe entire cabinet is illuminated, the background shall be a dark shade or color that minimizes
glare, with the foreground (letters and symbols) being light or contrasting.

b.  External Illumination. If external illumination is used, documentation shall be provided that clearly
shows that light or glare from the external illumination will not impact traffic corridors or adjacent
properties. y ernal inati i i i

permit:

Standards.

ba. Maximum height: Fifteen (15) feet.

eb. Maximum surface area:
i.  Eighty-five (85) square feet;

ii.  The size of electronic monument or freestanding signs is limited by SMC 156061436
15.600.080, Electronic Message Signs.

2.  Building-Mounted Signs (Including Parapet, Awning, Marquee, Porte-Cochere, and Canopy-
Mounted Signs). The surface area of any building-mounted sign shall not exceed the figures derived from the
following schedule. The size of electronic message signs for building-mounted signs is limited by SMC
15-600130 15.600.080, Electronic Message Signs.

Surface Area of Facade Maximum Sign Surface Area

Less than 100 sf 30 sf

100 — 199 st 35 sf+ 11% of facade area over 100 sf
200 — 499 st 40 sf + 12% of facade area over 200 sf
500 —999 sf 80 sf+ 11% of facade area over 500 sf
1,000 sf or greater 10% of facade
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Additionally, the following conditions apply:

a.  In multiple occupancy buildings, the facade area for each tenant or user is derived by measuring only
the surface area of the exterior facade of the premises actually used by the tenant or user. The sign
displayed by the tenant or user must be located on the facade that was used to determine the size of the
sign, except as provided in this section.

b.  Unused sign surface area for a facade may be used by any tenant or user within the same multiple
occupancy building if: the display of the sign is necessary to reasonably identify and locate the use, and
the provisions of this code do not provide the use with adequate sign display options.

c.  Sign Height —Parapet-Signs. The height of any building-mounted/eanepy-sign-er-parapet sign shall

not extend above the highest exterior wall of the building. Additienally,-ne-parapet-eanbe-extended-above-
he hiol : ati .

d.  No sign shall be mounted on top of a marquee, porte-cochere, canopy, roof, or other similar
structure.

e.  Any building-mounted sign, including any marquee sign, or awning sign attached to a building, shall
not project more than six (6) feet from the face of the building to which the sign is attached. Any structural
supports shall be an integral part of the design or concealed from view.

f.  All parapet, marquee, and awning signs must be manufactured in such a way that they appear to be a
part of the building itself.

g.  Any sign mounted to the facade of a freestanding canopy structure or the facade of a porte-cochere
extending more than six (6) feet from a building shall not exceed thirty-(30)-inehes 70 percent of the width
or i# height- of the fascia the sign is mounted to so as to leave reveal on all sides of the sign and to
maintain an appropriate balance between the sign and structure.

LlBobsperl |
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Freestanding Canopy Sign

Calculate sign area by imaginary panel
drawn around copy. Do not calculate
decorative graphics. Calculation similar
for attached canopy and/or margquee.

Figure: CANOPY SIGN

h.  Window signs shall be considered building-mounted signs for the purposes of this section, and shall
be counted as part of the aggregate sign surface area allowed. Window signs shall not be mounted between
three (3) feet and seven (7) feet of floor level on any floor of a building, unless such signage does not
obstruct visibility through the window.

i.  Decorative lighting including neon and other accent lighting, and any lighted canopy or building
panel, shall be considered a building-mounted sign for the purposes of this section, and shall be counted as
part of the aggregate sign surface area allowed.

15.600.040 Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs
A.  General. This section applies to:

1. Multiple-family buildings and any commercial use, church, school or community use located in the T,
UM, UH, CB, RBX, UL, NB, I and O/C/MU zone classifications.

2. A sign in these classifications may be internally illuminated, provided that:
a.  The maximum size allowed for an internally illuminated sign shall be twenty-five (25) square feet.

b.  The background of any internally illuminated sign shall be dark with only the letters or message of
the sign illuminated.

c.  Neon signage shall not be allowed.
d.  Internal or external illumination shall not create glare on adjacent traffic corridors.

3. See SMC 45-600-136 15.600.080, Electronic Message Signs, for separate size and other limitations
regarding electronic signs.

4.  The light source for any externally illuminated sign shall be shaded, shielded, directed or reduced so that
the light source is not visible from a public street or adjoining residential property. If external illumination is
used, documentation shall be provided that clearly shows that light or glare from the external illumination will
not impact traffic corridors or adjacent properties. The type of external illumination shall be approved by the
Director prior to issuance of a sign permit.

B. Standards.

1.  Monument and Freestanding Signs. The following limits shall apply to monument and freestanding
signs:
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ba.  Maximum sign height:

i.  Fifteen (15) feet — primary permanent sign.
eb. Maximum surface area:
i.  Thirty-five (35) square feet for multi-family uses;
ii.  Thirty-five (35) square feet for any nonresidential use not on an arterial street;

iii.  Sixty (60) square feet for any nonresidential use fronting on a minor or collector arterial street as
defined within the City of SeaTac Comprehensive Plan;

iv.  Eighty-five (85) square feet for any nonresidential use fronting on a principal arterial street as
defined in the City of SeaTac Comprehensive Plan;

v.  See SMC 15-600-136 15.600.080, Electronic Message Signs, for size limitations on electronic
signs;

meeﬁpefa%ed—m—a—smg-l%éeﬁgﬂ} Aux111ary pro_]ectlons or attachments not a part of a s1ngle des1gn are
prohibited, except under the following circumstances:

i.  The monument sign is located on the primary access road to a multi-family development
exceeding thirty (30) dwelling units; and

ii.  Auxiliary projections or attachments provide a single architectural feature unique to the multi-
family development; and

iii.  The monument sign and auxiliary projections and attachments are on a scale commensurate with
the size of the development.

2.  Building-Mounted Signs (Including Parapet, Awning, Marquee, Porte-Cochere, and Canopy-
Mounted Signs). The surface area of any building-mounted sign shall not exceed the figures derived from the
following schedule. The size of electronic building-mounted signs is limited by SMC 45-:600-436 15.600.080,
Electronic Message Signs.

Surface Area of Facade Maximum Sign Surface Area

Less than 100 sf 21 sf

100 — 199 sf 21 sf+ 9% of facade area over 100 sf
200 —499 st 30 sf+ 10% of facade area over 200 sf
500 —999 sf 60 sf + 9% of facade area over 500 sf
1,000 sf or greater 10% of facade
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Additionally, the following conditions apply:

a.  In multiple occupancy buildings, the facade area for each tenant or user is derived by measuring only
the surface area of the exterior facade of the premises actually used by the tenant or user, and the sign
displayed by the tenant or user must be located on the facade used to determine the size of the sign, except
as provided in this section.

b.  Unused sign surface area for a facade may be used by any tenant or user within the same multiple
occupancy building, if: the display of a secondary sign is necessary to reasonably identify and locate the
use, and the provisions of this code do not provide the use with adequate sign display options.

c.  Sign Height —Parapet-Signs. The height of any building-mounted/canepy-erparapet sign shall not
extend above the highest exterior wall of the building. Additienallysne-parapeteanbe-extended-above-the-
highestroofventilation-structure:

d.  No sign shall be mounted on top of a marquee, porte-cochere, canopy, roof, or other similar
structure.

e.  Any building-mounted signsineh il 3 AHA § h 3
not project more than six (6) feet from the face of the bu1ld1ng to Wthh the s1gn is attached Any structural
supports shall be an integral part of the design or concealed from view.

f.  All parapet, marquee, and awning signs must be manufactured in such a way that they appear to be a
part of the building itself.

g.  Any sign mounted to the facade of a freestanding canopy structure or the facade of a porte-cochere
extending more than six (6) feet from a building shall not exceed thirty (30) inches in height.

h.  Window signs shall be considered building-mounted signs for the purposes of this section, and shall
be counted as part of the aggregate sign surface area allowed. Window signs shall not be mounted between
three (3) feet and seven (7) feet of floor level on any floor of a building, unless such signage does not
obstruct visibility through the window.

i.  Decorative lighting including neon and other accent lighting, and lighted canopy or wall panels, shall
be considered a building-mounted sign for the purposes of this section, and shall be counted as part of the

aggregate sign surface area allowed. The width of any decorative lighting strip or accent shall be
considered to extend six (6) inches beyond the limits of the actual strip or accent.

15.600.050 Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs
A.  Inindividual dwelling units within the residential UL and T zones, a sign with the occupant’s name two (2)
square feet is permitted.

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.



EXHIBIT 4b: Page 23 of 40
DATE: 01/16/2024
SeaTac Municipal Code Page 23/40
Chapter 15.600 SIGN CODE

B.  Eachresidential dwelling shall display and maintain on-premises street address number identification.

E.  Any home occupation shall be allowed the signage described and regulated in SMC 15.465.500(C), Home
Occupations.

F.  Any daycare facility, bed and breakfast, short-term rental, or specialized instruction school (other than a
specialized instruction school located at a former school district facility) within the UL or T zones shall be allowed a
nine (9) square foot sign.

G.  Electronic message signs are not allowed, except as permitted by SMC 45:660-436 15.600.080, Electronic
Message Signs.

H. Internally illuminated signs are not allowed except as permitted and regulated by SMC 15.600.040, Multi-
Family Residential Zone Classification Signs, for churches, schools, and community uses and-agriealtural-erop—

15.600.060 Noncommercial Speech Sign Standards

Noncommercial speech signs do not promote commercial products or services. The content of such signs is not
regulated, but is subject to the following requirements:

A. The sign area of all noncommercial speech signs on a lot shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.

B. The maximum height is limited to six (6) feet.
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C. Noncommercial speech signs that do not comply with the requirements of this section shall be subject to the

permit requirements, sign area, setback and other provisions of this chapter. All noncommercial speech signs shall
comply with general sign regulations per SMC 15.600.020.

D. For requirements regarding temporary noncommercial speech signs, see SMC 15.600.070, Temporary Sign

Standards.
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15.600.070 Temporary Sign Standards

A. General.

1. All temporary signs are subject to the placement, size, and height requirements of this chapter, and the
requirements in the underlying zone. The content of temporary signs is not regulated.

2. No sign permit is required for temporary signs.

B. Materials. Temporary signs shall be made of any durable material, and the sign face shall be of rigid or
flexible construction, unless otherwise required by this section.

C. Illumination. Temporary signs shall not be directly illuminated or be provided with any electric service.

D. Standards.
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1. The sign area of individual temporary signs shall not exceed nine (9) square feet, except a single on-
premise temporary sign may be as large as thirty-two (32) square feet.

2. The maximum height of a temporary sign is six (6) feet.

3. Signs may be displayed for a period not to exceed 180 days, except for when the sign is related to an
event or a specific date, in which case it shall be removed within fourteen (14) days following the event or
specific date.

4. Temporary signs shall not be permanently attached to the ground, a building, or to any other structure,
other than what is necessary to secure it to prevent theft, wind damage or safety problems.

5. Temporary signs attached to building walls shall not be placed in a manner that obstructs any door, fire
department sprinkler connection, or address numbers.

6. Temporary signs shall not be placed on the roof of a building, or affixed to a permanent sign or its
structure, tree, utility pole, or street sign.

7. Aerial displays are permitted for specific promotions or events but shall be removed seven (7) days after
the promotions or events end. However, in no case shall an aerial display be displayed for more than twenty-

eight (28) days.

8. Banners. A banner may have a sign area of up to thirty-two (32) square feet. The height of banners shall
not exceed the height of the building or fence to which they are attached.

a. For buildings or tenant spaces with an exterior wall width greater than thirty-two (32) feet in width,

the maximum size of a banner shall be up to one (1) square foot of banner area for every one linear foot of

exterior wall space per tenant/business space, up to a maximum size of one hundred (100) square feet.

b. If the banner is strung between support posts, the maximum height shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet,

as measured from the existing ground level to the top of the banner.

[ These limitations do not apply to city-owned banners affixed to city property.

General Location Provisions.

1. With the exception of public right-of-way, temporary signs shall only be located on public or private
property with the property owner’s permission.

2. Temporary signs shall not be placed in any public park, trail, open space, or other public space, except for
those signs placed or authorized by the government, agency, or organization that owns or maintains the land.

3. No part of a temporary sign may overhang a paved roadway, sidewalk, bicycle path, parking space,
driveway, loading area, or wheelchair access.

4. Temporary signs shall not be placed within any roadway median, traffic circle, traffic island, or
roundabout.

5. Temporary signs in the public right-of-way shall be located at least five (5) feet from any other temporary
sign.

6. Temporary signs in the public right-of-way shall be located at least 25 feet from traffic signs, signals,
wayfinding signs, and other traffic control devices erected by the city or other public authority.

7. Off-premise, commercial temporary signs may only be located in the right-of-way adjacent to the
commercial premises.
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15.600.080 Electronic Message Signs
Electronic message signs shall be allowed, provided they comply with the following requirements:

A.  Size and Location.
1. Freestanding/Monument Signs.

a.  That portion of the sign that constitutes the electronic changeable display shall be allowed as

follows:

Zone Ig’ilgzimum Electronic Portion of Maximum Total Size of Sign

CB, CB-C, O/CM, I, RBX 55sf 85 sf

NB 25 sf 85 sf

Churehes;-Schools-Community Non- | 0-sf Not allowed 35 sfnot on an arterial

Commercial Uses in UL, T, UM, UH,

O/C/MU, P O-sf Not allowed 60 sf on a minor/collector arterial
25 sf 85 sf on a principal arterial

Commercial Uses in O/C/MU, T, UM, |6-sf Not allowed 35 sf

o O-sf Not allowed 60 sf on a minor/collector arterial
25 sf 85 sf on a principal arterial

Multi-Family Uses in /5 O/CM, UM, | 8-sf Not allowed 35 sf

UH

2. Building-Mounted Signs.
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a.  Building-mounted electronic message signs are not allowed in the following zones: UL, T, O/C/MU,
UM, UH, P, NB.

b.  Inall other zones, a site or property may be allowed a maximum of fifty-five (55) square feet of

burldrng mounted electromc changeable dlsplay per street frontage Any—eleetrom&&gn—shal—l—haxea—nen—

B.  Display.
1. The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one and one-half (1-1/2) seconds.

2. The display shall not, or shall not appear to, flash, undulate, pulse, or portray explosions, fireworks,
flashes of light, or blinking or chasing lights; the display shall not appear to move toward or away from the
viewer, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, spin, twist or otherwise portray movement or animation as it comes
onto, is displayed on, or leaves the sign board.

3. Scrolling or traveling of a static display onto the sign from one (1) direction only per display shall be
allowed; provided, that each display remains in a static state for at least one and one-half (1-1/2) seconds. There
shall be ten (10) seconds of still image or blank screen following every scrolling or traveling display.

4. No message shall require more than ten (10) seconds to be displayed in its entirety.

5. The display shall have a dark background with only the message or foreground lit in a white, amber or
other light tone or shade.

C.  Light Levels.

1.  Allsigns shall 1ncorporate photocell/hght sensors, with automatrc dlmmrng technology that approprlately
adjusts to have : cht-morn nd-sh W h-ren matically
&djast—th%bﬁgh&ress%evekef—ﬂ&eeleetrem&s@—based—en amblent hght condltlons and the means to

immediately turn off the display if it malfunctions or if for some reason it is not complying with the regulations
in this Section.

2. Maximum brlghtness levels for electronic m essag srgns 1n commereial/industrial all zones shall not
exceed eigh S : e ace 0 3 foot candles above ambrent light as

bﬂghtness—beMeen—dﬁsle&nd—dawn. Measurement dlstance shall be deterrnrned using the followm,q calculatron:
the square root of the product of the sign area times 100. Example using a 12 square foot sign: \/( 12x100) =

34.6 feet measuring distance.

3. Atno time shall the sign be operated at a brightness level greater than the manufacturer’s recommended
levels.

4. All electronic message signs shall be designed to prevent light trespass into the sky.
D. Residential Zones.

1. Electronic message signs shall not be allowed within any dwelling or home occupation in any residential
zone.

2. Businesses, churches or schools are allowed electronic message signs providing that:

a.  They comply with subsections (A) through (C)(1) and (C)(3) of this section;
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eb.  Electronic displays in residential zones shall be turned off between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m.
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15.600.090 Prohibited Signs

The following signs or displays are prohibited, unless otherwise approved by this chapter. Prohibited signs are
subject to removal by the City at the owner’s or user’s expense. Any existing sign which is prohibited upon the
effective date of this code shall be removed within six (6) months of notification from the City except as provided in
SMC 145600146 15.600.100, Nonconforming Signs, regarding nonconforming signs.

A.  Signs which purport to be, or are an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic sign or signal, or which bear
the words “stop,” “caution,” “danger,” “warning,” or similar words;

9 ¢

B. Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of illumination, may be
confused with or construed as a traffic control sign, signal or device, or the light of any emergency (police, fire or
ambulance) or radio equipment vehicle, or which obstruct the visibility of any traffic or street sign or signal device;

C.  Signs which rotate or have a part(s) which move or revolve except the movement of the hands of a clock;
D.  Signs that display animation;

E. Any display or sign not specifically allowed by the sign code, including, but not limited to, strings of lights;
ribbons; spinners, twirlers or propellers; flashing, rotating or blinking lights, chasing or scintillating lights; fluttering
or moving lights or other illuminating device which has a changing light density or color; lasers; strobes or lights
with stroboscopic effect; displays or lights that imitate the appearance of explosions or fireworks; flares; balloons;
bubble machines and similar devices of a carnival nature, or containing elements creating sound or smell. Exception:
Certain of these devices are permitted on a limited basis as-seasonal-decerations-under SMC15-:600-1H00H-or for
grand openings of new businesses under SMC 45-600-070(E); 15.600.070(D);

F.  Holographic displays;

G.  Signs identifying, or window signs advertising activities, products, businesses or services which have been
discontinued for more than sixty (60) days on the premises upon which the signs are located, and any window signs
in excess of the amount of wall signage allowed, or mounted between three (3) feet and seven (7) feet above floor
level and obstructing the view through a window;

H.  Private signs on utility poles as prohibited by Statetaws; RCW 70.54.090;

I.  Searchlights;
J. Miscellaneous pole-mounted advertisements;
K.  Signs for which a permit has been granted under conditions with which the permittee does not comply;

L.  Signs for which a permit has been granted and subsequently revoked for cause by the City Manager, or
designee;

M.  Signs erected, altered or relocated (excluding copy change) without a permit issued by the City or any other
governmental agency as required by law;

N.  Billboards except those qualifying as nonconforming signs pursuant to SMC 45-6686-146 15.600.100,
Nonconforming Signs;

0. Roof signs, except as allowed through a variance process by SMC 45-600-200(G}5) 15.600.130(G)(5);
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QP.  Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer on public or private property; provided, however, this
provision shall not be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its products on a vehicle operating
during the normal course of business, or advertising a vehicle for sale if such sign is placed inside the vehicle. (Ord.
15-1018 § 1)

thanDeeember314,2042- This section applies to the maintenance, repair, as appropriate, and removal of
nonconforming signs. “Nonconforming sign” means a sign that was legally established, but no longer conforms to
the current sign standards of this chapter.
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61. Loss of Nonconforming Status. A nonconforming sign shall immediately lose its nonconforming
status if?

Aa.  The sign is altered in any way in structure or height which is not in compliance with the standards
of this chapter; or

Bb. Thesign is relocated to a position which is not in compliance with the standards of this chapter; or

€c.  The sign is replaced; provided, that this replacement refers to structural replacement, not change
of “copy,” panel or lettering; or

DB d.  Any new primrary permanent sign is erected or placed in connection with the enterprise using the
nonconforming sign; or
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fe.  The loss of legal nonconforming status takes place upon any change in land use or occupancy, or a
change in business name, and the sign shall be brought into conformity. Such nonconforming signs shall,
within ninety (90) days, be brought into conformity with this code or be removed.

Upon any of the above-referenced circumstances taking place, any permit or designation for what had
been a nonconforming sign shall become void. The Administrator shall notify the sign user, sign owner or
owner of the property upon which the sign is located of cancellation of the permit or designation and the
sign shall immediately be brought into compliance with this chapter and a new permit secured or shall be
removed.

€B. Illegal Signs. An illegal sign is any sign which does not comply with the requirements of this chapter
within the City limits as they now or hereafter exist and which is not eligible for characterization as nonconforming
under this section.

EC. Nonconforming Sign Maintenance and Repair. Nothing in this section shall relieve the owner or user of a
nonconforming sign or owner of the property on which the nonconforming sign is located from the provisions of this
code regarding safety, maintenance and repair of signs, nor from any provisions on prohibited signs, contained in
SMC 45-606-1426 15.600.090, Prohibited Signs; provided, however, that any repainting, replacement of “copy,”
panels and/or lettering, cleaning, and other normal maintenance or repair of the sign or sign structure shall not
modify the sign or structure in any way which is not in compliance with the requirements of this code, or the sign
will lose its nonconforming status (subsection B}6) (A)(1) of this section).
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15:600-170 15.600.110 Permits and Fees

A.  Permit Requirements. No sign governed by the provisions of this code that is illuminated or electronic, or is
greater than nine (9) square feet in surface area shall be erected, altered or relocated by any person, firm or
corporation from and after the date of adoption of this code without a permit issued by the City. No permit is
required for a nonilluminated sign of nine (9) square feet or less surface area, but such signs must otherwise comply
with this code.

B.  Permit Applications. Applications for permits shall contain the name and address of the owner and user of
the sign, the name and address of the owner of the property on which the sign is to be located, the location of the
sign structure, drawings or photographs showing display faces with the proposed message and design accurately
represented as to size, area, proportion, and color, and such other pertinent information as the Code Administrator of
this code may require to ensure comphance with this code and other apphcable ordmances Foradditional-

ps: Permit applications shall be

avallable for inspection by the pubhc upon request

C.  Expiration of Permits. A sign permit shall become null and void if the work for which the permit was issued
has not been completed within one (1) year of its issuance.

D.  Permit Exceptions. No new permit shall be required:

1. For repainting, cleaning or other normal maintenance or repair of a sign or sign structure for which a
permit has previously been issued, so long as the sign structure or content is not modified in any way;

2. For the changing of the advertising copy or message on an approved readerboard or theater marquee,
during the period of amortization.

E. Notice of Permit Denial — Reasons. When a sign permit is denied by the Code Administrator, he shall give
written notice of the denial to the applicant, together with a brief written statement of the reasons for the denial.
(Ord. 15-1018 § 1)
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15:600-190 15.600.120 Administration, Enforcement and Sign Removal

A.  Code Administrator. The Code Administrator of this chapter/code is the City Manager, or designee. The
Administrator is authorized and directed to enforce and carry out all provisions of this code, both in letter and spirit,
with vigilance and with all due speed. To that end, the Administrator is further empowered to delegate the duties and
powers granted to and imposed upon him/her under this code. As used in this code, “Administrator of this code” or
“Administrator” includes his/her authorized representative.

B.  Inspection by the Administrator. The Code Administrator or his designee (including code enforcement) is
empowered to inspect any building, structure or premises in the City, upon which, or in connection with which, a
sign, as defined by this code, is located, for the purpose of inspection of the sign, its structural and electrical
connections, and to ensure compliance with the provisions of this code. Such inspections shall be carried out during
business hours, unless an emergency exists.

C.  Code Violations and Enforcement. The civil remedies provided in this section for violations of, or failure to
comply with, provisions of this code shall be cumulative and shall be in addition to any other remedy provided by
law.

1.  Injunction and Abatement. The City, through its authorized agents, may initiate injunction or abatement
proceedings or other appropriate action in the courts against any person who fails to comply with any provision
of this code, or against the erector, owner or use of an unlawful sign or the owner of the property on which an
unlawful sign is located to prevent, enjoin, abate or terminate violations of this code and/or the erection, use or
display of an unlawful sign. The City may abate an unlawful sign using the procedure of the adopted City
Code.

2. Enforcement may also be according to SMC 1.15.065, Notice of Infraction, or 1.15.120, Notice and
Order — Procedures. (Ord. 15-1018 § 1)

15:600-200 15.600.130 Variance from Sign Code
A.  Scope. This section establishes the procedure and criteria that the City will use in making a decision upon an
application for a variance from the provisions of the Sign Code.

B.  Applicability. This section applies to each application for a variance from the provisions of the Sign Code.

C.  Purpose. A variance is a mechanism by which the City may grant relief from the provisions of the Sign Code
where practical difficulty renders compliance with the provisions of that code an unnecessary hardship, where the
hardship is a result of the physical characteristics of the subject property and where the purpose of that code can be
fulfilled.

D.  Who May Apply. The property owner may apply for a variance from the provisions of the Sign Code.
E.  Submittal Requirements.

1.  The Administrator shall specify the submittal requirements including type, detail and number of copies
for a variance application to be deemed complete and accepted for filing.

The SeaTac Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 23-1001, passed January 24, 2023.



EXHIBIT 4b: Page 39 of 40
DATE: 01/16/2024
SeaTac Municipal Code Page 39/40
Chapter 15.600 SIGN CODE

2. The Administrator may waive specific submittal requirements determined to be unnecessary for review of
an application.

F.  Decision Criteria. The Hearing Examiner may approve or approve with modification the application for a
variance from the provisions of the Sign Code if:

1. The variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitation upon signage
and uses of other properties in the vicinity and zone in which the property, on behalf of which the application
was filed, is located; and

2. That the granting of such variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to
the property or improvements in the vicinity and in the zone in which the subject property is situated; and

3. The proposed sign shows an exceptional effort toward creating visual harmony between the signs,
structures, and other features of the property through the use of a consistent design theme; and

4.  The special circumstances of the subject property are not the result of the actions of the applicant.
G.  Limitation of Authority. The Hearing Examiner may not grant a variance to:

1. Any dimensional request of the Sign Code greater than fifty percent (50%) of the required dimension of a
sign (setbacks from a property line shall not be deemed a dimensional standard of sign); or

2. The number of signs permitted on a site or zone classification; or

3. The general provisions of this code or any other procedural or administrative provisions of the code that
do not directly apply to this chapter; or

4.  The provisions of the Sign Code which are not subject to variances shall include, by the terms of this
code, type of signs and any prohibited or illegal signs, and the dimensional standards of the changeable portion
of an electronic sign;

5. Roof Signs. Notwithstanding SMC 4+5-660-320 15.600.090, Prohibited Signs, a roof sign may be allowed
through a variance process provided the following criteria are met in addition to the decision criteria listed
under subsection (F) of this section:

a.  The site does not front on any street and is more than two hundred (200) feet from a public right-of-
way;

b.  The sign is no greater than necessary for adequate visibility from the nearest public street. Adequate
visibility shall be determined by the size of sign allowed in the subject zone, plus a factor for distance
from the nearest public street;

c.  No other primrary permanent signage exists or shall be allowed for the site;
d.  The sign is installed in such a manner that there shall be no visible support structure;

6.  Off-Premises Signs. Notwithstanding SMC 45:600-320 15.600.090, Prohibited Signs, an off-premises
sign may be allowed through a variance process provided the following criteria are met in addition to the
decision criteria listed under subsection (F) of this section:

a.  For a primary permanent sign:
i.  Primary Permanent signage cannot be located on the site.

ii.  The sign displays only information directly related to the use of property of the subject business
or property for which the variance is granted.
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iii.  The sign is located as close as possible to the subject business or property.

b.  For a directional sign:
i.  The applicant demonstrates that his premises are located such that on-premises directional signs
are inadequate to reasonably apprise the public of the location of the premises, because the premises

lacks any direct street frontage.

H.  Time Limitation. A variance automatically expires and is void if the applicant fails to file for a sign permit
or other necessary development permits within two (2) years of the effective date of the variance unless:

1. The applicant has received an extension pursuant to subsection (I) of this section; or
2. The variance approval provides for a greater time period due to circumstances.
I.  Extension.
1. The Code Administrator may extend a variance, not to exceed one (1) year, if:
a. Unforeseen circumstances or conditions necessitate the extension of the variance; and

b.  Termination of the variance would result in unreasonable hardship to the applicant, and the applicant
is not directly responsible for the delay; and

c.  The extension of the variance will not cause substantial detriment to existing uses in the immediate
vicinity of the subject property.

2. The Administrator may grant no more than two (2) extensions. A second extension may be granted if:
a. Unforeseen circumstances or conditions necessitate the extension of the variance;
b.  The applicant has demonstrated reasonable diligence in attempting to meet the time limit imposed,;

c.  Conditions in the immediate vicinity of the subject property have not changed substantially since the
variance was first granted.

J.  Assurance Device. In appropriate circumstances, the City may require a reasonable performance bond or other
financial method in order to assure compliance with the provisions of the Sign Code and any variances as approved.
(Ord. 15-1018 § 1)
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%AT Y Community and Economic Development

DETERMINATION OF
NONSIGNIFICANCE (DNS)

FILE NUMBER: SEP23-0003 / CAM22-0003

PROJECT NAME: Sign Code Amendments
PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City is proposing amendments to the SeaTac Zoning Code related to SMC
15.600, “Sign Code”. The intent of these revisions is to bring the Sign Code into compliance with various Supreme
and Circuit Court rulings regarding content neutrality in recent years. In addition to the proposed content neutrality-
related amendments, this package included changes affecting other Sign Code topics, which are categorized as
follows: Electronic Signs, Miscellaneous Clean-Up, Freestanding/Monument Signs, and Building-Mounted Signs.

PROPONENT: City of SeaTac, Community and Economic Development
LEAD AGENCY: City of SeaTac

STAFF CONTACT: Laura Stilwell, Associate Planner; Department of Community and Economic Development;
4800 South 188" Street, SeaTac, WA 98188; Istilwell@seatacwa.gov; 206-973-4833

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: Jennifer Kester, Planning Manager; Department of Community and Economic
Development; 4800 South 188" Street, SeaTac, WA 98188; 206-973-4750

The City of SeaTac, as lead agency for this proposal, has determined that the proposal will not have a probable
significant adverse impact on the environment, and an environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required under
RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c). This decision was made after review of a completed Environmental Checklist and other
information on file with the City of SeaTac.

COMMENT PERIOD: This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will not act on this
proposal for 14 days from the date of issuance. Comments must be submitted by 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, January
16, 2024. Detailed information is available to the public upon request.

APPEAL PERIOD: Any person wishing to appeal this determination may file such an appeal to the SeaTac City
Clerk within 10 days from the end of the comment period. All appeals of the above determination must be filed by

5:00 P.M. on Friday, January 26, 2024. There is a fee to appeal this determination (see City of SeaTac fee
schedule).

M W 01/02/2024

]ebﬁlfer Kester, Planning Manager Date Issued
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PRESENTATION & PUBLIC HEARING OVERVIEW

PURPOSE OF PRESENTATION PRIORITIES

* Provide information for public 1. Rewrite existing regulations to meet court case
hearing related to proposed standards on content neutrality.

Sl Coele AMmETEmEis. 2. Reorganize and clarify existing regulations.

3. Provide simplified sign standards.

. . Planning . . L
AU el Staff Presentation Public Comment Commissioner Gl FCBirection o
Opened Questions Closed Recommendation




POTENTIAL COMMISSION ACTION

COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED

Planning Commission recommendation to City Council to approve or deny the proposed
amendments or approve with specific modifications.

Recommendation provided today, or no later than next regular PC meeting on 2/6/2024.
REVIEWS TO DATE

PC:
PC:
PC:
PC:
PC:
PC:
PC:
PC:

02/07/2023 — Introduction/overview

03/21/2023 — Electronic Signs

04/18/2023 — Building-Mounted Signs

05/16/2023 — Miscellaneous Clean-Up

06/06/2023 — Freestanding and Monument Signs

10/17/2023 — Content neutrality introduction/temporary signs
11/07/2023 — Content neutrality

12/19/2023 — Package overview; recommendation for Public Hearing




REED V. GILBERT BACKGROUND

THE ISSUE

e Good News Church sued the Town of Gilbert for infringing on their First
Amendment rights.

* The size, number, and placement/duration of the signs were based solely on
the type of content the signs display.

 Reed won the case because the Town of Gilbert used the content of a non-
commercial sign to determine how it would be regulated.

* The Reed case did NOT address commercial sign provisions. Several court
cases have since addressed this issue:

* Contest Promotions v. City and County of San Francisco (2017): Affirmed that the
strict scrutiny standards in the Reed case only applies to non-commercial speech.

* Reagan National Advertising v. City of Austin (2021): Treating on-premises and off-
premises signs differently does not violate content neutrality.




CONTENT NEUTRALITY AND SEATAC’S SIGN CODE

HOW IT AFFECTS SEATAC

* Non-commercial signs fall under the rights of the First Amendment and
cannot be regulated based on “content”.

* Most parties involved in this discussion agree on this rule:
* “If you have to read the sign to know if it is in compliance with code, thenitis a

content-based sign regulation.”

 What CAN we regulate?

Size

Location: free-standing vs. attached
Time restrictions

Lighting

Placement on private vs. public property
Fixed messages vs. electronic signs




ELECTRONIC SIGNS: OVERVIEW

* Adopt enhanced electronic sign standards based on best practices.

Best practices revolve around shielding light sources
Proposed regulations would not apply to existing exterior lighting or existing signs

The proposed amendments provide stronger and more detailed standards than existing
regulations.

e Streamline electronic sign approval processes.

Remove regulations which have never been used and/or enforced
Remove some requirements for Director approval

. Olympia

Source: NASA




BUILDING-MOUNTED SIGNS: OVERVIEW

* Definitions
* Consolidate and modify existing definitions.

e Streamline building-mounted sign approval processes.

* Remove regulations which have never been used and/or enforced for unused sign
surface area.

 Clarification
* Add clarifying language to enhance Code users’ understanding of requirements.




MISCELLANEOUS/CLEAN-UP: OVERVIEW

e Definitions

» Add application/specificity to chapter
statement.

* Remove unnecessary or vague definitions.

* Reorganization.
* Consolidate or eliminate certain sections for
improved clarity and wayfinding.
e Streamlining

* Remove additional permit requirements which
have never been used and/or enforced.

e (Clarification

* Add clarifying language to enhance Code users’
understanding of requirements.




FREESTANDING AND MONUMENT SIGNS: OVERVIEW

Definitions
* Revise vague definitions.

Reorganization.

e Consolidate or eliminate certain sections
for improved clarity and wayfinding.

Clarification

* Add clarifying language to enhance Code
users’ understanding of requirements.

Enhanced Design Regulations

MONUMENT OR BLADE PYLON
COMMON FREE-STANDING SIGN TYPES




CONTENT NEUTRALITY: OVERVIEW

ISSUE: Some sign regulations include standards for categories of signs that are
content-based. There is also content-based language throughout the code.

* Political

* Noncommercial public service
* Construction

* Real estate

* Content-based language

SOLUTION/APPROACH: Sort items into “buckets” =%
e Commercial vs. non-commercial
* Onvs. off-premise
* Signs in the Right of Way (ROW) )
* Temporary signs <=




REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

SEPA REVIEW

The City served as SEPA Lead Agency for this proposal
Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) issued on January 2, 2024

Comment period expires on January 18, 2024 at 5pm
No public comments have been received to date.

COMMERCE REVIEW

* The City submitted an expedited request for 60-day review with Notice of Intent to
Adopt Amendments to Commerce on December 15, 2023

* No comments from Commerce have been received to date.




POTENTIAL COMMITTEE ACTION

COMMITTEE ACTION REQUESTED

Provide City Council a recommendation to approve or deny the proposed
amendments or approve with specific modifications.

FUTURE REVIEWS

* Planning & Economic Development meeting February 15, 2024
* City Council meeting February 27, 2024

. . Planning . . L
AU el Staff Presentation Public Comment Commissioner Gl FCBirection o
Opened Questions Closed Recommendation
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