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Division VI.  Sign Code 
 

 

This Division includes provision that regulate the type, size, location and number of signs 

allowed in various industrial, commercial and multi-family zones as well as size for 

specific uses such as religious institutions and schools. 

 

Also included are provisions for temporary placement of political, real estate, and similar 

signs as well as the procedure for obtaining permits for signs. 

 

 

Chapter 15.600 

Sign Code 
 

 

SECTIONS: 

15.1600.01005  Purpose  

15.1600.0150  Authority and ApplicationApplicability  

 15.16.020 Definitions NOTE: Moved to Division I, 

Definitions 

 

15. 1600.0250  General Sign Provisions  

15. 1600.0330  Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification 

Signs  

15. 1600.0440  Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs  

15. 1600.0650  Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs  

15. 1600.0760  Signage – Zero (0) to Five (5) Feet Front Property 

Line Setback Criteria  

15. 1600.0870  Secondary Signage  

15. 1600.08780  Political Signs  

15. 1600.08980  Real Estate Signs  

15. 1600.089100  Garage and Yard Sale Signs  

15. 1600.090110  Exempt Signs or Displays  

15. 1600.1120  Prohibited Signs  

15. 1600.11530  Electronic Signs  

15. 1600.1240  Nonconforming Signs  

15. 1600.12550  Billboards  

15. 1600.12660  Sign Inventory Survey – Costs 

15. 1600.13070  Permits and Fees  

15. 1600.1480  Requirements Applicable to All Signs  
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15. 1600.1590  Administration, Enforcement and Sign Removal  

15. 1600.16200  Variance from Sign Code  

15.16.170 Repealed 

15. 1600.180210  Appeals  

 

 

15.1600.010 005 Purpose 
 

A.   This chapter shall be known as the SeaTac Sign Code, may be cited as such, and 

will be referred to herein as “this code.” 

 

B.   The purpose and scope of this code is to protect the health, safety, property and 

welfare of the citizens of the City of SeaTac (hereafter “City”), by establishing 

standards for the design, placement, size and maintenance of all signs and sign 

structures in the City. Furthermore, it is the purpose of the regulations, standards 

and criteria of this code to permit and encourage the design of signs which are 

responsive to the needs of the public in locating a business establishment by 

identification, address and product and/or services information. (Ord. 02-1023 

§ 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.1600.015 010 Applicability 
 

A.   The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all exterior signs visible from 

public or private streets, and all signs in the interior of a building intended to be 

viewed from the exterior. 

 

B.   All signs not specifically defined and allowed or exempted by this code are 

prohibited. 

 

C.   Permits shall be required of all signs nine (9) square feet or greater in surface 

area, and illuminated or electronic signs of any size. Nonilluminated signs less 

than nine (9) square feet in surface area are not required to obtain a permit, but 

must meet all requirements of this code. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1) 

 

15.16.020 Definitions 
 

NOTE: Moved to Division I, Definitions 

 

15.1600.025 020 General Sign Provisions 
 

A.   Number of Primary Signs. 

 

1.    Primary signage, consisting of monument/freestanding signage and 

facade/building-mounted signage, is allowed within the 

file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.150%2315.16.150
file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.160%2315.16.160
file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.180%2315.16.180


Division VI, vers 05 Public Review 05-19-09.docx  Updated 5/19/09 

 

 

 

Page 3 of 37  SeaTac Zoning Code Update 

  DRAFT 

commercial/industrial/office zones, multi-family zones, and for churches, 

schools and community uses in the single-family residential zones as 

described in SMC 15.16.030, 15.16.040 and 15.16.060. Within these 

zoning classifications, only one (1) monument/freestanding sign is 

allowed per site, as described in subsection (B) of this section. Each 

business shall also be allowed the facade signage described within SMC 

15.16.030(B)(2) or 15.16.040(B)(2). 

 

2.    Where a site has multiple street frontages, one (1) monument/freestanding 

sign shall be allowed on each street frontage, providing that there shall be 

a minimum of one hundred (100) feet between each freestanding sign.  

 

B.   Site. A site shall be considered to be the largest applicable area of the following: 

 

1.    A single business located on one (1) or more tax parcels; 

 

2.    Multiple uses sharing the area of one (1) or more tax parcels, whether in a 

multiple-occupancy building, a multiple-building complex, or other 

common use of a parcel for business operations. 

 

C.   Secondary Signage. Secondary signage shall be allowed in 

commercial/industrial/office zones, multi-family zones, and for churches, 

schools and community uses in the single-family residential zones as described 

in SMC 15.16.080. 

 

D.   Street Identification. Each enterprise, including each building in a multiple 

building complex, shall display and maintain on-premises street address number 

identification. 

 

E.   Each Sign Complete. In no case shall any sign contain a letter, word, or phrase 

that is continued onto another sign. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 2)  

 

15.1600.030 Commercial/Office/Industrial Zone Classification Signs 
 

A.   General. 

 

1.    This section regulates signs in the following zones: NBNC, CBCH1, CB-

CCH1, ABCCH2, ILI, O/CMCM1, and BP. 

 

2.    Illumination. Monument/freestanding and building-mounted signs in the 

commercial/office/industrial zones may be illuminated through internal 

and external illumination; provided, that such illumination does not create 

glare on adjacent properties or traffic corridors, and that the following 

conditions are met: 
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a.    Internal Illumination. Internal illumination shall be allowed; 

provided, that if the sign is located adjacent to or across from a 

single-family zone, one (1) of the following methods shall be used: 

 

i.   Only the lettering and symbols on the sign shall be illuminated; 

or 

 

ii.  If the entire cabinet is illuminated, the background shall be a 

dark shade or color that minimizes glare, with the foreground 

(letters and symbols) being light or contrasting. 

 

b.    External Illumination. If external illumination is used, 

documentation shall be provided that clearly shows that light or glare 

from the external illumination will not impact traffic corridors or 

adjacent properties. The type of external illumination shall be 

approved by the City Manager or designee prior to issuance of a sign 

permit. 

 

B.   Standards.  

 

1.    Monument and Freestanding Signs. Any monument or freestanding sign 

must be “integrated,” that is, all elements of the sign must be incorporated 

in a single design. Auxiliary projections or attachments not a part of a 

single design are prohibited. Poles or other supports must be 

architecturally covered, painted, or otherwise treated to prevent 

weathering, and to coordinate with the design of the sign. 

 

a.    Setbacks:  

 

i.   Interior lots: Five (5) feet from the front property line; ten (10) 

feet from the side property lines. Exception: Signs may be set 

back between zero (0) and five (5) feet from the front property 

line and five (5) feet from the side property line subject to the 

criteria contained in SMC 15.16.070. 

 

ii.  Corner lots: Five (5) feet from all property lines. Exception: 

Signs may be set back between zero (0) and five (5) feet from 

the front property line subject to the criteria contained in SMC 

15.16.070. 

        

 Sign projections shall not obstruct any access points as 

required in SMC 15.13.100. 

 

b.    Maximum height: Fifteen (15) feet. 

 

c.    Maximum surface area:  
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i.   Eighty-five (85) square feet; 

 

ii.  The size of electronic monument or freestanding signs is 

limited by SMC 15.16.115. 

 

2.    Building-Mounted Signs (Including Parapet, Awning, Marquee, Porte-

Cochere, and Canopy-Mounted Signs). The surface area of any building-

mounted sign shall not exceed the figures derived from the following 

schedule. The size of electronic signs for building-mounted signs is 

limited by SMC 15.16.115. 

 

Surface Area of Façade Minimum Sign Surface Area 

Less than 100 sf 30 sf 

100 - 199 sf 35 sf + 11% of façade area over 100 sf 

200 - 499 sf 40 sf + 12% of façade area over 200 sf 

500 - 999 sf 80 sf + 11% of façade area over 500 sf 

1,000 sf or greater 10% of façade 

 

 

 Additionally, the following conditions apply: 

 

a.    In multiple occupancy buildings, the facade area for each tenant or 

user is derived by measuring only the surface area of the exterior 

facade of the premises actually used by the tenant or user. The sign 

displayed by the tenant or user must be located on the facade that 

was used to determine the size of the sign, except as provided in this 

section. 

 

b.    Unused sign surface area for a facade may be used by any tenant or 

user within the same multiple occupancy building if: 

 

i.   The applicant files with the City a written statement signed by 

the tenant or user permitted to utilize that sign area under this 

code permitting the applicant to utilize the unused sign surface 

area that is directly related to the tenant. 

 

ii.  The display of a sign on that facade by the secondary sign user 

will not create a significant adverse impact on dependent sign 

users of that facade. 

 

iii.  The display of a secondary sign is necessary to reasonably 

identify and locate the use, and the provisions of this code do 

not provide the use with adequate sign display options. 
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c.    Sign Height – Parapet Signs. The height of any building-mounted/ 

canopy sign or parapet sign shall not extend above the highest 

exterior wall of the building. Additionally, no parapet can be 

extended above the highest roof ventilation structure. 

 

d.    No sign shall be mounted on top of a marquee, porte-cochere, 

canopy, roof, or other similar structure. 

 

e.    Any building-mounted sign, including any marquee sign, or awning 

sign attached to a building, shall not project more than six (6) feet 

from the face of the building to which the sign is attached. Any 

structural supports shall be an integral part of the design or 

concealed from view. 

 

f.    All parapet, marquee, and awning signs must be manufactured in 

such a way that they appear to be a part of the building itself. 

 

g.    Any sign mounted to the facade of a freestanding canopy structure or 

the facade of a porte-cochere extending more than six (6) feet from a 

building shall not exceed thirty (30) inches in height. 

 

h.    Window signs shall be considered building-mounted signs for the 

purposes of this section, and shall be counted as part of the aggregate 

sign surface area allowed. Window signs shall not be mounted 

between three (3) feet and seven (7) feet of floor level on any floor 

of a building, unless such signage does not obstruct visibility through 

the window. 

 

i.    Decorative lighting including neon and other accent lighting, and 

any lighted canopy or building panel, shall be considered a building-

mounted sign for the purposes of this section, and shall be counted as 

part of the aggregate sign surface area allowed. 

 

j.    The width of any decorative lighting strip or accent shall be 

considered to extend six (6) inches beyond the limits of the actual 

strip, or accent, where the light flow is unencumbered in that 

direction. 

 

k.    In no case may the maximum sign surface area permitted on a 

building facade be exceeded. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 3; 

Ord. 00-1033 § 15; Ord. 95-1016 § 23; Ord. 95-1012 § 1; Ord. 93-

1036 § 12; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.1600.040 Multi-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs 
 

A.  General. This section applies to: 
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1.    Multiple-family buildings and any commercial use, church, school or 

community use located in the T, UMRM, UHRH and O/C/MUCM2 

zone classifications. 

 

2.    A sign in these classifications may be internally illuminated, 

provided that: 

 

a.    The maximum size allowed for an internally illuminated sign 

shall be twenty-five (25) square feet. 

 

b.    The background of any internally illuminated sign shall be dark 

with only the letters or message of the sign illuminated. 

 

c.    Neon signage shall not be allowed. 

 

d.    Internal or external illumination shall not create glare on 

adjacent traffic corridors. 

 

3.    See SMC 15.16.115 for separate size and other limitations regarding 

electronic signs. 

 

4.    The light source for any externally illuminated sign shall be shaded, 

shielded, directed or reduced so that the light source is not visible 

from a public street or adjoining residential property. If external 

illumination is used, documentation shall be provided that clearly 

shows that light or glare from the external illumination will not 

impact traffic corridors or adjacent properties. The type of external 

illumination shall be approved by the City Manager or designee prior 

to issuance of a sign permit. 

 

B.   Standards. 

 

1.    Monument and Freestanding Signs. The following limits shall apply to 

monument and freestanding signs: 

 

a.    Setback: Five (5) feet from the property line. Exception: Signs may 

be set back between zero (0) and five (5) feet from the front property 

line subject to the criteria contained in SMC 15.16.070. 

 

b.    Maximum sign height: Fifteen (15) feet. 

 

c.    Maximum surface area:  

 

i.   Thirty-five (35) square feet for multi-family uses;  
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ii.  Thirty-five (35) square feet for any nonresidential use not on an 

arterial street; 

 

iii.  Sixty (60) square feet for any nonresidential use fronting on a 

minor or collector arterial street as defined within the City of 

SeaTac Comprehensive Plan;  

 

iv.  Eighty-five (85) square feet for any nonresidential use fronting 

on a principal arterial street as defined in the City of SeaTac 

Comprehensive Plan; 

 

v.   See SMC 15.16.115 for size limitations on electronic signs. 

 

d.    Design. Any monument sign must be “integrated” (that is, all 

elements of the sign must be incorporated in a single design). 

Auxiliary projections or attachments not a part of a single design are 

prohibited. 

 

2.    Building-Mounted Signs (Including Parapet, Awning, Marquee, Porte-

Cochere, and Canopy-Mounted Signs). The surface area of any building-

mounted sign shall not exceed the figures derived from the following 

schedule. The size of electronic building-mounted signs is limited by SMC 

15.16.115. 

 

Surface Area of Façade Minimum Sign Surface Area 

Less than 100 sf 21 sf 

100 - 199 sf 21 sf + 9% of façade area over 100 sf 

200 - 499 sf 30 sf + 10% of façade area over 200 sf 

500 - 999 sf 60 sf + 9% of façade area over 500 sf 

1,000 sf or greater 10% of façade 

 

 

       Additionally, the following conditions apply: 

 

a.    In multiple occupancy buildings, the facade area for each tenant or 

user is derived by measuring only the surface area of the exterior 

facade of the premises actually used by the tenant or user, and the 

sign displayed by the tenant or user must be located on the facade 

used to determine the size of the sign, except as provided in this 

section. 

 

b.    Unused sign surface area for a facade may be used by any tenant or 

user within the same multiple occupancy building, if: 
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i.   The applicant files with the City a written statement signed by 

the tenant or user permitted to utilize that sign area under this 

code permitting the applicant to utilize the unused sign surface 

area. 

 

ii.  The display of a sign on that facade by the nondependent sign 

user will not create a significant adverse impact on dependent 

sign users of that facade. 

 

iii.  The display of the nondependent sign is necessary to 

reasonably identify the use, and the provisions of this code do 

not provide the use with adequate sign display options. 

 

c.    Sign Height – Parapet Signs. The height of any building-mounted/ 

canopy or parapet sign shall not extend above the highest exterior 

wall of the building. Additionally, no parapet can be extended above 

the highest roof ventilation structure. 

 

d.    No sign shall be mounted on top of a marquee, porte-cochere, 

canopy, roof, or other similar structure. 

 

e.    Any building-mounted sign, including any marquee sign, or awning 

sign attached to a building, shall not project more than six (6) feet 

from the face of the building to which the sign is attached. Any 

structural supports shall be an integral part of the design or 

concealed from view. 

 

f.    All parapet, marquee, and awning signs must be manufactured in 

such a way that they appear to be a part of the building itself. 

 

g.    Any sign mounted to the facade of a freestanding canopy structure or 

the facade of a porte-cochere extending more than six (6) feet from a 

building shall not exceed thirty (30) inches in height. 

 

h.    Window signs shall be considered building-mounted signs for the 

purposes of this section, and shall be counted as part of the aggregate 

sign surface area allowed. Window signs shall not be mounted 

between three (3) feet and seven (7) feet of floor level on any floor 

of a building, unless such signage does not obstruct visibility through 

the window. 

 

i.    Decorative lighting including neon and other accent lighting, and 

lighted canopy or wall panels, shall be considered a building-

mounted sign for the purposes of this section, and shall be counted as 

part of the aggregate sign surface area allowed. 
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j.    The width of any exposed neon sign, and any decorative or accent 

lighting where the light flow is unencumbered by a cover shall be 

considered to extend six (6) inches beyond the limits of the actual 

sign, strip, or accent, where the light flow is unencumbered in that 

direction.  

 

k.    In no case may the maximum sign surface area permitted on a 

building facade be exceeded. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 4; 

Ord. 95-1016 § 24; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.1600.060 050 Single-Family Residential Zone Classification Signs 
 

A.   In individual dwelling units within the residential ULRL and T zones, a sign 

with the occupant’s name two (2) square feet is permitted. 

 

B.   Each residential dwelling shall display and maintain on-premises street address 

number identification. 

 

C.   Each subdivision, development of five (5) or more units in a townhouse zone, or 

senior citizen multi-family complex is permitted a monument/freestanding sign 

at its major entrances, not to exceed thirty-five (35) square feet per face and a 

total of seventy (70) square feet. 

 

D.   Churches, schools, community uses, and agricultural crop sales located within 

the ULRL and T zones shall be allowed the signage described and regulated 

under SMC 15.16.040 and 15.16.080. 

 

E.   Any home occupation shall be allowed the signage described and regulated in 

SMC 15.17.020(C). 

 

F.   Any daycare, bed and breakfast, or specialized instruction school (other than a 

specialized instruction school located at a former school district facility) within 

the ULRL or T zones shall be allowed a nine (9) square foot sign. 

 

G.   Electronic signs are not allowed, except as permitted by SMC 15.16.115. 

 

H.   Internally illuminated signs are not allowed except as permitted and regulated 

by SMC 15.16.040 for churches, schools, community uses and agricultural crop 

sales.  

 

I.   One (1) temporary freestanding sign is allowed while a property is for sale, for 

rent, or under construction, per SMC 15.16.080(D)(3)(b).  

 

J.   Portable off-premises signs on private property no more than four (4) square 

feet in surface area and two (2) feet in height are allowed with the permission of 

the owner, if such signs are authorized under SMC 15.16.080(E)(4), grand 
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opening/special events, SMC 15.16.087, Political signs, SMC 15.16.088, Real 

estate signs, and SMC 15.16.089, Garage and yard sale signs. (Ord. 02-1023 

§ 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 5; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.1600.070 060 Signage – Zero (0) to Five (5) Feet Front Property Line 

Setback Criteria 
 

A sign may be set back between zero (0) feet and five (5) feet from the front property 

line, provided it conforms to all of the following criteria as determined by the Public 

Works Director and Director of the Department of Planning and Community 

Development. 

 

A.   A survey of the location of the front property line, relative to the proposed sign, 

is prepared, staked in the field, and submitted by a surveyor licensed in 

Washington State. 

 

B.   A sight distance study by a licensed professional engineer verifying that the 

proposed sign location will not interfere with sight distances of pedestrians and 

vehicles at a public or private road intersection or at driveway approaches. 

 

C.   The sign is not located in an area where road right-of-way may be necessary for 

future road projects as currently identified by the City’s 10-year transportation 

improvement plan. 

 

D.   The sign shall not preclude or interfere with any utility lines located within an 

easement, including but not limited to public water, sewer, storm drainage, 

electric, communication, or signalization. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1) 

 

15.1600.080 070 Secondary Signage 
 

A.   General.  

 

1.    In addition to the primary signage allowed, the following secondary 

signage shall be allowed within the parameters specified for each site in 

the commercial/office/industrial zones, multi-family residential zones, and 

for churches, schools, community uses, and agricultural crop sales in the 

single-family residential zones. 

 

2.    Permits. Signs and displays that meet the standards of this subsection do 

not require a permit, if they are not illuminated, except that the placement 

of pole-mounted banners and decorative flags shall be approved through a 

sign permit to ensure code compliance. 

 

3.    Illumination of Secondary Signage. 
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a.    Secondary signage shall not be illuminated, except as set forth in the 

following section. 

 

b.    The following secondary signage may be illuminated; provided, that 

such illumination is approved through issuance of an electrical 

permit and meets the standards of SMC 15.16.030(A) for 

commercial/office/industrial zones and SMC 15.16.040(A) for multi-

family zones. 

 

i.   Illumination of permanent directional and informational signs. 

 

ii.  External illumination of decorative flags. 

 

c.    Secondary signage shall not be electronic. 

 

4.    Readerboard signs shall not be allowed as secondary signs. 

 

5.    Quality and Condition. 

 

a.    All signs under this section must appear to be professionally 

produced and must be maintained in an appearance of newness, free 

of tears, holes, mold, dirt, decay, chipped paint, fading, sagging, and 

other signs of wear. 

 

b.    The City may, at its discretion, and without notice, remove any 

temporary or portable sign not in compliance with this section. 

 

B.   Informational Signs. Informational signs (SMC 15.16.020(24)) are not included 

in the number of primary signs so long as the following conditions are met: 

 

1.    Interior Informational Sign. The sign shall not exceed nine (9) square feet 

in surface area. 

 

2.    Perimeter Informational Sign. The sign shall not exceed three (3) square 

feet in surface area, and the number of perimeter informational signs shall 

not exceed one (1) per street frontage. 

        

 Additional signs oriented to the street may be allowed only if shown to be 

necessary for safety purposes and granted by the Director of Planning and 

Community Development. 

 

3.    The sign shall be located on the subject site, and meet all other standards 

of the code. If an informational sign is portable, or constructed of nonrigid 

materials, it is subject to the limitations on number and placement of 

portable and banner signs per this section, except that an interior 
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informational sign only may be portable in excess of the limits on portable 

signs if necessary for orderly site operations. 

 

C.   Directional Signs. Directional signs are not included in the number of primary 

signs so long as the following conditions are met: 

 

1.    Interior Directional Sign. The sign shall not exceed nine (9) square feet in 

surface area. 

 

2.    Perimeter Directional Sign. 

 

a.    The sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in surface area; 

 

b.    Business identification shall comprise no more than twenty-five 

percent (25%) of the sign; 

 

c.    The number of perimeter directional signs shall not exceed one (1) 

per entrance to a site, except that two (2) such directional signs shall 

be allowed if necessary for safety and oriented to traffic approaching 

the entrance from two (2) different directions. 

 

       Additional signs oriented to the street may be allowed only if shown 

to be necessary for safety purposes and granted by the Director of 

Planning and Community Development. 

 

3.    The sign is located on the premises to which the sign is intended to guide 

or direct pedestrian or vehicular traffic, and meets all other standards of 

the code. If a directional sign is portable, or constructed of nonrigid 

materials, it is subject to the limitations on number and placement of 

portable and banner signs per this section, except that an interior 

directional sign only may be portable in excess of the limits on portable 

signs if necessary for orderly site operations. 

 

4.    Where a property lacks direct street frontage, an off-premises directional 

sign may be approved through a variance process described in SMC 

15.16.160. 

 

D.   Temporary Signs, Displays and Other Secondary Signage. 

        

 The signage or displays described in this section are allowed within the limits 

described in each category; provided, that no more than three (3) categories 

shall be concurrently displayed. 

 

1.   Portable Signs on Private Property. One (1) portable sign, as defined in 

SMC 15.16.020(38), per street frontage displayed on the site it advertises, 

provided it meets the requirements of this section. 
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a.    Size. The sign may not exceed nine (9) square feet in surface area or 

three and one-half (3.5) feet in height. Only one (1) side of a double-

faced temporary portable sign will be counted. 

 

b.    Placement. The sign shall be placed within three (3) feet of a 

vehicular or pedestrian entrance, and shall not obstruct traffic, 

pedestrian circulation, or access for the disabled. 

 

c.    Hours Displayed. Portable signs shall be displayed only during the 

hours of business operation. If displayed after dusk, portable signs 

shall be displayed only in well-lighted areas. 

 

2.    Building and Fence-Mounted Banners. One (1) banner per site per street 

frontage within the following limitations: 

 

a.    Banners must be constructed of nonrigid materials suitable for an 

exterior environment, such as fabric, vinyl, or plastic; 

 

b.    Size. Banners may not be greater than thirty-two (32) square feet; 

 

c.    No banner sign shall be allowed on a street frontage where there is a 

temporary freestanding sign displayed on that frontage; and 

 

d.    Placement. Banners may only be placed in the following manner: 

 

i.   On buildings, securely mounted at four (4) corners, and not 

blocking any window; 

 

ii.  On fences, stretched tightly and fastened at four (4) corners; 

 

iii.  For a new business only, over an existing monument or fixed 

sign for a maximum of sixty (60) days. 

 

3.    Temporary Freestanding Sign. One (1) temporary freestanding on-

premises sign, as defined in SMC 15.16.020(54) per site, per street 

frontage, under the following circumstances: 

 

a.    A temporary freestanding sign is allowed for a maximum of sixty 

(60) days for a new business awaiting permanent signage; or 

 

b.    A temporary freestanding sign is allowed during the time a property 

is under construction, remodel, or for sale or rent; and 

 

c.    No temporary freestanding sign shall be allowed on a street frontage 

where there is a banner sign displayed on that frontage; and 
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d.    Such signs shall be constructed of durable, rigid materials and 

mounted securely into the ground; and 

 

e.    In commercial, industrial and multi-family zones, no temporary 

freestanding sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in surface 

area or ten (10) feet in height, nor be located closer than five (5) feet 

from the property line, or closer than ten (10) feet from the property 

line of the abutting owner; and 

 

f.    In single-family residential and townhouse zones, no temporary 

freestanding sign shall exceed eight (8) square feet of surface area, 

six (6) feet in height, or be located closer than ten (10) feet from the 

property line of the abutting owner, except that a new subdivision 

may be allowed one (1) sign thirty-two (32) square feet in surface 

area, located no closer than ten (10) feet from the property line of the 

abutting owner. All signs shall comply with the “sight distance” 

requirements of SMC 15.13.100. 

 

4.    Pennants. Pennants without text or logos; provided, that they are made of 

nonreflective material. The maximum length of all such strings of 

pennants shall be no greater than the linear footage associated with the 

perimeter of the site. Each pennant may not exceed twelve (12) inches in 

height or width. Pennants shall be mounted a minimum of thirteen and 

one-half (13.5) feet above any vehicular way, as measured from the 

ground level of the vehicular way to the string or rope from which the 

pennant is suspended. 

 

5.    Strings of Flags. Strings of flags of a governmental or noncommercial 

institution; provided, that they are made of nonreflective material. The 

maximum length of all such strings of flags shall be limited to the linear 

footage associated with the perimeter of the site. Each flag may not exceed 

twelve (12) inches in height or width. Strings of flags shall be mounted a 

minimum of thirteen and one-half (13.5) feet above any vehicular way, as 

measured from the ground level of the vehicular way to the string or rope 

from which the flag is suspended. 

 

6.    Decorative Flags or Decorative Pole-Mounted Banners.  

 

       Decorative flags or decorative pole-mounted banners, but not both, shall 

be allowed to be displayed on a site. 

 

a.    Decorative Flags. Decorative flags, without text or corporate logos, 

limited to one (1) flag per fifty (50) feet of street frontage. The 

allowable number of flags shall be grouped together within 50 feet of 

an entrance. The flag shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet, nor be 
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smaller than five (5) square feet in surface area, shall be pole-

mounted on one (1) side only, shall be no greater in its vertical 

dimension than in its horizontal dimension, and shall be left loose to 

fly in the breeze. The flag shall be mounted at a minimum distance 

of twelve (12) feet, as measured from the street elevation to the 

lowest point of mounting. The pole shall be a maximum of twenty 

(20) feet in height. 

 

b.    Decorative Pole-Mounted Banners. Decorative banners, without text 

or corporate logos, mounted on poles and secured at the top and 

bottom, limited to one (1) per fifty (50) feet of street frontage, placed 

along the street frontage at a minimum distance fifty (50) feet apart. 

Decorative banners may not be illuminated. Decorative banners may 

be a maximum dimension of two and one-half (2.5) feet wide by six 

(6) feet high and mounted at a minimum distance of twelve (12) feet, 

as measured from the street elevation to the lowest point of the 

banner. The pole shall be a maximum of twenty (20) feet in height. 

 

7.    Special Directional Sign. One (1) permanent on-site directional sign per 

street frontage, no greater than nine (9) square feet, which may include 

business identification up to fifty percent (50%) of the sign. 

 

E.   Grand Opening and Special Event Signs.  

 

1.    Otherwise prohibited posters, banners, strings of lights, clusters of flags, 

balloons, as limited by subsection (E)(3) of this section, and up to three (3) 

off-premises portable directional signs as limited by subsection (E)(4) of 

this section are permitted for four (4) weeks only (twenty-eight (28) 

consecutive days) to announce the opening of a completely new enterprise 

or the opening of an enterprise under new management, and for two (2) 

weeks (fourteen (14) consecutive days) twice per year for any business to 

advertise a special event or sale; provided, that no site shall have more 

than four (4) weeks (twenty-eight (28) days) total of grand opening or 

special event display in any one (1) calendar year. 

 

2.    A limit of one (1) inflatable object, such as a blimp or large air balloon, 

shall be allowed as part of a grand opening or special event, provided such 

object is attached to the ground and approved by the City for safety 

purposes as to placement and design. The maximum height of an inflatable 

object, when installed, shall be thirty (30) feet. A party must submit an 

application for an inflatable object sign permit at least two (2) weeks prior 

to the grand opening or scheduled event. 

 

3.    Balloons may be displayed only as part of a grand opening or special 

event, provided they are no greater than eighteen (18) inches in diameter 

with a tether no longer than thirty-six (36) inches and must be securely 
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attached to a structure. No more than two (2) displays with a maximum of 

five (5) balloons per display (or ten (10) individual balloons) are permitted 

per site. Displays are only allowed from dawn to dusk. 

 

4.    Any grand opening or special event shall register with the City by filing a 

registration form. All such material shall be removed immediately upon 

the expiration of the allowed period. Use of the above-described devices 

within the limits specified shall be an exception to the general prohibition 

on these devices as set forth in SMC 15.16.110(E). However, such 

displays are subject to all other code requirements. 

 

5.    Three (3) off-premises portable signs advertising the grand opening or 

special event are allowed; provided, that such signs shall not exceed four 

(4) square feet in area nor two (2) feet in height, and shall be displayed 

only from dawn to dusk. 

 

       Off-premises grand opening/special event signs may be located on private 

property with the permission of the owner of the property on which the 

sign is placed and within the public right-of-way; provided, that the signs 

do not encroach into a driveway, parking area, sidewalk, pedestrian 

pathway, vehicular travel lane, median or traffic island, and is at least four 

(4) feet from the outer pavement edge of a roadway when curb and gutter 

are not present. No signs shall be posted, tacked, nailed, or in any manner 

affixed upon any utility pole, tree or public or private sign. (Ord. 02-1027 

§ 1; Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 6; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.1600.087 080 Political Signs 
 

All signs which are displayed out-of-doors on real property relating to the nomination or 

election of any individual for a public political office, or advocating any measure to be 

voted on in any general or special election, shall be subject to the following regulations: 

 

A.   Such political signs shall not be displayed more than seven (7) days after the 

date of the election for which intended. In cases where a general election 

follows a primary election, those signs for candidates whose names will appear 

on the ballot in the general election may be displayed during the interim period 

and up to seven (7) days after the general election. In all instances herein in 

which political signs are required to be removed within seven (7) days after the 

election for which the political sign was displayed, it shall be the responsibility 

of the campaign officer or responsible campaign official to have the signs 

removed. 

 

B.   Political signs placed in single-family residential zones shall not exceed eight 

(8) square feet each in area. Signs in all other zones shall meet the requirements 

of those classification districts. 
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C.   No political signs shall be erected upon any private property without the 

permission of the resident or owner thereof, and in cases where there is no 

occupied structure on the property, no political sign shall be placed thereon 

without the written consent of the owner of the property. 

 

D.   It is unlawful for any person to paste, paint, affix or fasten a political sign on 

any utility pole, street sign, lamp post, sidewalk, roadway, or other object 

situated upon any public street or right-of-way except that political signs are 

allowed on parking strips where such political signs are installed pursuant to the 

permission of the owner of the property abutting said parking strip and installed 

in such a manner as not to constitute a traffic hazard. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1) 

 

15.1600.088 090 Real Estate Signs 
 

A.   On-Premises Real Estate Signs. Individual residential units for sale shall be 

allowed one (1) freestanding sign limited to eight (8) square feet in surface area 

and six (6) feet in height, located no closer than ten (10) feet to the property line 

of the abutting owner. All signs shall comply with the “sight distance” 

requirements of SMC 15.13.100. 

 

B.   Open houses for residential units shall be allowed display of four (3 4) off-

premises A-frame/board signs; provided, that such signs shall not exceed four 

(4) square feet per side in area nor three (2 3) feet in height, and shall be 

displayed only on weekends from dawn to dusk and only when a licensed 

broker/agent or seller is in attendance at the property for sale. 

     

   Off-premises real estate signs advertising open houses may be located on 

private property with the permission of the owner of the property on which the 

sign is placed and within the public right-of-way; provided, that the signs do not 

encroach into a driveway, parking area, sidewalk, pedestrian pathway, vehicular 

travel lane, median or traffic island, and is at least four (4) feet from the outer 

pavement edge of a roadway when curb and gutter are not present. No signs 

shall be posted, tacked, nailed or in any manner affixed upon any utility pole, 

tree or public or private sign.  

 

C. Off-Premises Real Estate Directional Arrow Signs.  Open houses for residential 

units shall be allowed display of three (3) off-premises directional arrow signs; 

provided they meet the following standards: 

 

1. The sign is a maximum of one and on-half (1 ½) square feet per side;  

 

2. The maximum height of the sign is three (3) feet; 

 

3. Off-premise real estate directional arrow signs may only be located at an 

intersection with at least one street classified as a “Principal”, “Minor”, or 

“Collector” arterial as depicted in the City of SeaTac Comprehensive Plan; 
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4. May be displayed at any time until the property is sold; 

 

 One (1) additional off-premise directional arrow sign is allowed if the 

home for sale only has access off of a private access easement or private 

road. The sign may be placed at the intersection of the private access 

easement or private road and public right-of-way. 

 

 Off-premises real estate arrow signs may be located on private property 

with the permission of the owner of the property on which the sign is 

placed and within the public right-of-way; provided, that the signs do not 

encroach into a driveway, parking area, sidewalk, pedestrian pathway, 

vehicular travel lane, median or traffic island, and is at least four (4) feet 

from the outer pavement edge of a roadway when curb and gutter are not 

present. No signs shall be posted, tacked, nailed or in any manner affixed 

upon any utility pole, tree or public or private sign. (Ord. 08-1025 § 1; 

Ord. 02-1023 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.089 100 Garage and Yard Sale Signs 
 

Garage sales, yard sales, and other exempt sales as allowed by SMC 15.17.030 shall be 

allowed the following signage limited to display on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. All 

signs shall comply with the “sight distance” requirements of SMC 15.13.100. 

 

A.   On-Premises Signs. Garage sales, yard sales, and other exempt sales shall be 

allowed the on-site temporary signage not exceeding eight (8) square feet in 

surface area, or six (6) feet in height. 

 

B.   Off-Premises Signs. Garage sales, yard sales, and other exempt sales shall be 

allowed display of three (3) off-premises portable signs; provided, that such 

signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area nor two (2) feet in height, 

shall be displayed only from dawn to dusk on the days of the sale, and shall be 

removed promptly after the close of the sale. 

     

   Off-premises garage sale signs may be located on private property with the 

permission of the owner of the property on which the sign is placed and within 

the public right-of-way; provided, that the signs do not encroach into a 

driveway, parking area, sidewalk, pedestrian pathway, vehicular travel lane, 

median or traffic island, and is at least four (4) feet from the outer pavement 

edge of a roadway when curb and gutter are not present. No signs shall be 

posted, tacked, nailed or in any manner affixed upon any utility pole, tree or 

public or private sign. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.090 110 Exempt Signs or Displays 
 

The following signs or displays are exempted from coverage under this code: 
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A.   Traffic or pedestrian control signs or signals, signs in the public right-of-way 

indicating scenic or historic points of interest, or signs which are erected or 

placed by or on the order of a public officer in the performance of public duty; 

 

B.   Signs required by law; 

 

C.   Noncommercial public service signs, providing such signs are nonilluminated, 

nonelectronic, do not exceed eight (8) square feet in surface area and six (6) feet 

in height, and are limited to one (1) sign per street frontage; 

 

D.   Official public notices, official court notices or official sheriff’s notices; 

 

E.   The flag of a government, except that this exemption does not include flags of a 

government or noncommercial institution displayed in a series on a rope, wire 

or string; 

 

F.   Plaques, tablets or inscriptions indicating the name of a building, its date of 

erection, or other commemorative information, which are an integral part of the 

building structure or are attached flat to the face of the building, which are 

nonilluminated, and which do not exceed three (3) square feet in surface area; 

 

G.   Nonilluminated “No Trespassing,” “No Dumping,” “No Parking,” “Private 

Property,” “Fire Lane,” “Handicapped Parking,” and other on-site informational 

warning signs, which shall not exceed three (3) square feet in surface area; 

 

H.   Reasonable seasonal decorations within the appropriate public holiday season. 

However, such displays shall be removed promptly at the end of the public 

holiday season; 

 

I.   The flag of a commercial institution or noncommercial institution such as a 

school. No more than one (1) flag (excluding flags of nationality) is permitted 

per business premises. The flag shall be pole-mounted on one (1) side, not 

exceed twenty (20) square feet in surface area, nor be smaller than five (5) 

square feet, and shall be left loose to fly in the breeze. The flag shall be 

mounted at a minimum distance of twelve (12) feet, as measured from the street 

elevation to the lowest point of mounting; 

 

J.   Sculptures, fountains, mosaics and design features which do not incorporate 

advertising or identification; 

 

K.   Sandwich-board signs worn by a person while walking the public ways of the 

City; 

 

L.   Existing theater marquees (monument and/or building-mounted); 
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M.   Reasonable, nonilluminated temporary decorations and signs for the purpose of 

announcing or promoting a nonprofit sponsored community fair, festival or 

event. Such decorations and signs may be displayed no more than twenty-one 

(21) calendar days prior to and during the fair, festival or event. (Ord. 02-1023 

§ 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 7; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.110 120 Prohibited Signs 
 

The following signs or displays are prohibited, unless otherwise approved by this chapter. 

Prohibited signs are subject to removal by the City at the owner’s or user’s expense. Any 

existing sign which is prohibited upon the effective date of this code shall be removed 

within six (6) months of notification from the City except as provided in SMC 15.16.120 

regarding nonconforming signs. 

 

A.   Signs which purport to be, or are an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic 

sign or signal, or which bear the words “stop,” “caution,” “danger,” “warning,” 

or similar words; 

 

B.   Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or 

manner of illumination, may be confused with or construed as a traffic control 

sign, signal or device, or the light of any emergency (police, fire or ambulance) 

or radio equipment vehicle, or which obstruct the visibility of any traffic or 

street sign or signal device; 

 

C.   Signs which rotate or have a part(s) which move or revolve except the 

movement of the hands of a clock; 

 

D.   Signs that display animation, as defined in SMC 15.16.020(1); 

 

E.   Any display or sign not specifically allowed by the sign code, including, but not 

limited to, strings of lights; ribbons; spinners, twirlers or propellers; flashing, 

rotating or blinking lights, chasing or scintillating lights; fluttering or moving 

lights or other illuminating device which has a changing light density or color; 

lasers; strobes or lights with stroboscopic effect; displays or lights that imitate 

the appearance of explosions or fireworks; flares; balloons; bubble machines 

and similar devices of a carnival nature, or containing elements creating sound 

or smell. Exception: Certain of these devices are permitted on a limited basis as 

seasonal decorations under SMC 15.16.090(H) or for grand openings of new 

businesses under SMC 15.16.080(E); 

 

F.   Holographic displays as defined in SMC 15.16.020(22); 

 

G.   Signs identifying, or window signs advertising activities, products, businesses 

or services which have been discontinued for more than sixty (60) days on the 

premises upon which the signs are located, and any window signs in excess of 
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the amount of wall signage allowed, or mounted between three (3) feet and 

seven (7) feet above floor level and obstructing the view through a window; 

 

H.   Private signs on utility poles as prohibited by State law; 

 

I.   Searchlights; 

 

J.   Miscellaneous pole-mounted advertisements; 

 

K.   Signs for which a permit has been granted under conditions with which the 

permittee does not comply; 

 

L.   Signs for which a permit has been granted and subsequently revoked for cause 

by the City Manager, or designee; 

 

M.   Signs erected, altered or relocated (excluding copy change) without a permit 

issued by the City or any other governmental agency as required by law; 

 

N.   Billboards as defined in SMC 15.16.020(7), except those qualifying as 

nonconforming signs pursuant to SMC 15.16.120; 

 

O.   Roof signs, except as allowed through a variance process by SMC 

15.16.160(G)(6); 

 

P.   Off-premises signs, except as allowed for residential real estate open houses 

(SMC 15.16.088), garage sales (SMC 15.16.089) and grand opening/special 

events (SMC 15.16.080(E)) or through a variance process by SMC 

15.16.160(G)(6);  

 

Q.   Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer on public or private property; 

provided, however, this provision shall not be construed as prohibiting the 

identification of a firm or its products on a vehicle operating during the normal 

course of business, or advertising a vehicle for sale if such sign is placed inside 

the vehicle. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 8; Ord. 99-1025 § 2; Ord. 95-

1012 § 1; Ord. 94-1008 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.115 130 Electronic Signs 
 

Electronic signs, as defined in SMC 15.16.020(16), shall be allowed, provided they 

comply with the following requirements: 

 

A.   Size and Location. 

 

1.    Freestanding/Monument Signs. 
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a. That portion of the sign that constitutes the electronic changeable 

display shall be allowed as follows: 

 

Zone 
Maximum Electronic 

Portion of Sign 

Maximum Total 

Size of Sign 

CH1, CH1, CM1, LI, CH2 55 s.f. 85 s.f. 

NC, BP 25 s.f. 85 s.f. 

Churches, Schools, 

Community Uses in  

RL, T, RM, RH,  

CM2, PR 

0 s.f. 

  

0 s.f. 

  

  

25 s.f. 

35 s.f. Not on an arterial 

  

60 s.f. On a minor/collector 

arterial 

  

85 s.f. On a principal 

arterial 

Commercial Uses in  

CM2, T, RM, RH 

0 s.f. 

  

0 s.f. 

  

  

25 s.f. 

35 s.f.  

  

60 s.f. On a minor/collector 

arterial 

  

85 s.f. On a principal 

arterial 

Multi-Family Uses in  

T, CM2, RM, RH 
0 s.f. 35 s.f. 
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Zone 

Maximum 

Electronic Portion 

of Sign 

Maximum Total Size of Sign 

CH-1, CH-2, CM-2, LI 55 sf 85 sf 

NB, BP 25 sf 85 sf 

Churches, Schools, 

Community Uses in 

RL, RT, RM, RH, CM-1, 

PR 

0 sf 

 

0 sf 

 

25 sf 

35 sf Not on an Arterial 

 

60 sf On a minor/collector arterial 

 

85 sf On a pricipal arterial 

Commercial Uses in 

CM-1, RT, RM, RH 

0 sf 

 

0 sf 

 

25 sf 

35 sf 

 

60 sf On a minor/collector arterial 

 

85 sf On a principal arterial 

Multi-Family Uses in  

RT, CM-1, RM, RH 

0 sf 35 sf 

 

b.    Electronic signs shall have a non-electronic, fixed portion of the sign 

that is at least fifty percent (50%) of the size of the electronic portion 

of the sign. 

 

2.    Building-Mounted Signs. 

 

a.    Building-mounted electronic signs are not allowed in the following 

zones: ULRL, T, O/C/MUCM2, UMRM, UHRH, PPR, NBNC. 

 

b. In all other zones, a site or property may be allowed a maximum of 

fifty-five (55) square feet of building-mounted electronic changeable 

display per street frontage. Any electronic sign shall have a non-

electronic, fixed portion of the sign that is at least fifty percent (50%) 

of the size of the electronic portion of the sign. 

 

B.   Display. 

 

1.    The display of the sign shall not change more rapidly than once every one 

and one-half (1.5) seconds. 

 

2.    The display shall not, or shall not appear to, flash, undulate, pulse, or 

portray explosions, fireworks, flashes of light, or blinking or chasing 

lights; the display shall not appear to move toward or away from the 
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viewer, expand or contract, bounce, rotate, spin, twist or otherwise portray 

movement or animation as it comes onto, is displayed on, or leaves the 

sign board. 

 

3.    Scrolling or travelling of a static display onto the sign from one (1) 

direction only per display shall be allowed; provided, that each display 

remains in a static state for at least one and one-half (1.5) seconds. There 

shall be ten (10) seconds of still image or blank screen following every 

scrolling or travelling display. 

 

4.    No message shall require more than ten (10) seconds to be displayed in its 

entirety. 

 

5.    The display shall have a dark background with only the message or 

foreground lit in a white, amber or other light tone or shade. 

 

C.   Light Levels. 

 

1.    All signs shall have installed ambient light monitors and shall at all times 

allow such monitors to automatically adjust the brightness level of the 

electronic sign based on ambient light conditions. 

 

2.    Maximum brightness levels for electronic signs in commercial/industrial 

zones shall not exceed eight thousand (8,000) nits when measured from 

the sign’s face at its maximum brightness, during daylight hours and five 

hundred (500) nits when measured from the sign’s face at its maximum 

brightness between dusk and dawn. 

 

3.    At no time shall the sign be operated at a brightness level greater than the 

manufacturer’s recommended levels. 

 

D.   Residential Zones. 

 

1.    Electronic signs shall not be allowed within any dwelling or home 

occupation in any residential zone. 

 

2.    Businesses, churches or schools are allowed electronic signs providing 

that: 

 

a.    They comply with subsections (A) through (C)(1) and (C)(3) of this 

section; 

 

b.    The brightness level shall not exceed eight thousand (8,000) nits 

when measured from the sign’s face at its maximum brightness 

during the daylight hours and five hundred (500) nits when measured 
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from the sign’s face at its maximum brightness between dusk and 

dawn; 

 

c.    Electronic displays in residential zones shall be turned off between 

the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 

 

E.   Additional Requirements. 

 

1.    Electronic sign permit applications must include a copy of the 

manufacturer’s operating manual, which includes the manufacturer’s 

recommended standards for brightness, scrolling or travelling speed, and 

other display operations. 

 

2.    Electronic sign permit applications must also include a certification from 

the owner or operator of the sign stating that the sign shall at all times be 

operated in accordance with City codes and that the owner or operator 

shall provide proof of such conformance upon request of the City. 

  

      Additionally, whether the sign is programmed from the site or from a 

remote location, the computer interface that programs the sign shall be 

available to City staff for inspection upon request. If the computer 

interface is not immediately available, the sign shall cease operation until 

such program can be provided. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 9) 

 

15. 1600.120 140 Nonconforming Signs 
 

A.   General. To ease the economic impact of this code on businesses with 

substantial investment in signs in existence on the date of original adoption of 

this code, this section provides for a period of continued use of a 

nonconforming sign in its existing state. During this period, it is expected that 

the sign may be amortized on Federal income taxes; however, whether it may be 

so amortized shall not affect the application of this section. Similar treatment is 

accorded signs in areas annexed to the City after the code’s enactment. All 

nonconforming signs in existence as of the date of original adoption of this code 

shall be brought into conformity with this code no later than December 15, 

2006. 

 

B.   Nonconforming Signs. 

 

1.    Notification of Nonconformity or Illegality. The Code Administrator shall, 

as soon as practical, survey the City for signs which do not conform to the 

requirements of this chapter. Upon determination that a sign is 

nonconforming or illegal, the Administrator shall use reasonable efforts to 

so notify, either personally or in writing, the sign user or owner of the sign 

and, where practical, the owner of the property on which the sign is 

located of the following; provided, that the business license of the business 
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with which the sign is associated shall be presumed to be the sign user 

under this code: 

 

a.    The sign’s nonconformity or illegality; 

 

b.    Whether the sign may be eligible for a nonconforming sign permit. 

        

 If the identity of the sign user, owner of the sign, or owner of the 

property on which the sign is located cannot be determined after 

reasonable inquiry, the notice may be affixed in a conspicuous place 

on the sign or on the business premises with which the sign is 

associated. A file shall be established in the department, and a copy 

of the notice and certification of posting shall be maintained for 

records. 

 

2.    Signs Eligible for Nonconforming Sign Permit. With the exceptions herein 

provided, any on-site primary sign located within the City limits on the 

date of adoption of this code, or located in areas annexed to the City 

thereafter, which does not conform with the provisions of this code, is 

eligible for characterization as a nonconforming sign provided it meets the 

following requirements: 

 

a.    The sign was covered by a sign permit on the date of adoption of this 

code, if one was required under applicable law; or 

 

b.    If no sign permit was required under applicable law for the sign in 

question, the sign was in all respects in compliance with applicable 

law on the date of adoption of this code. 

 

3.    Signs Not Eligible for Nonconforming Sign Permits. The following signs 

shall not be eligible for characterization as nonconforming signs: 

 

a.    Prohibited signs, as defined in SMC 15.16.110, except for signs 

which rotate, as defined in SMC 15.16.110(C). 

 

b.    Secondary signage not meeting the code specifications, except for 

informational and directional signs in compliance with the code at 

the time of adoption of this code. 

 

c.    All signs not eligible for characterization as a nonconforming sign 

shall be considered illegal. 

 

4.    Number of Nonconforming Signs Permitted. Each sign user within the 

City having existing nonconforming signs meeting the requirements of 

SMC 15.16.160 shall be permitted to designate only one (1) such sign as 

“nonconforming” for each street upon which the business premises fronts. 

file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.110%2315.16.110
file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.110%2315.16.110
file:\\seatacdata\data\group\ALL\Municipal%20Code\Stac1516.html%2315.16.160%2315.16.160


Division VI, vers 05 Public Review 05-19-09.docx  Updated 5/19/09 

 

 

 

Page 28 of 37  SeaTac Zoning Code Update 

  DRAFT 

Such designation shall be made in the application for a nonconforming 

sign permit. 

 

5.    Permit for Nonconforming Signs. A nonconforming sign permit is 

required for each nonconforming sign designated under SMC 15.16.160. 

The permit (certificate of zone compliance – CZC) shall be obtained by 

the sign user or the sign owner, or the owner of the property upon which 

the sign is located within sixty (60) days of notification by the City. The 

permit shall be issued and shall expire at the end of the applicable 

amortization period prescribed in subsection D of this section. 

  

      Applications for a nonconforming sign permit shall contain the name and 

address of the sign user, the sign owner, and the owner of the property 

upon which the sign is located and such other pertinent information as the 

Administrator may require to ensure compliance with the code, including 

proof of the date of installation of the sign. 

 

       A nonconforming sign for which no permit has been issued within the 

sixty (60) day period of notification shall within six (6) months be brought 

into compliance with the code or be removed. Failure to comply shall 

subject the sign user, owner or owner of the property on which the sign is 

located to penalties cited in Chapter 15.32 SMC. 

 

6.    Loss of Nonconforming Status. A nonconforming sign shall immediately 

lose its nonconforming status if: 

 

a.    The sign is altered in any way in structure or height which is not in 

compliance with the standards of this chapter; or 

 

b.    The sign is relocated to a position which is not in compliance with 

the standards of this chapter; or 

 

c.    The sign is replaced; provided, that this replacement refers to 

structural replacement, not change of “copy,” panel or lettering; or 

 

d.    Any new primary sign is erected or placed in connection with the 

enterprise using the nonconforming sign; or 

 

e.    No application for a nonconforming sign permit is filed by the sign 

user, sign owner, or owner of the property upon which the sign is 

located within sixty (60) days following notification by the City 

(subsection B of this section) that the sign is nonconforming and that 

a permit must be obtained; or 

 

f.    The loss of legal nonconforming status takes place upon any change 

in land use or occupancy, or a change in business name, and the sign 
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shall be brought into conformity. Such nonconforming signs shall, 

within ninety (90) days, be brought into conformity with this code or 

be removed. 

  

      Upon any of the above-referenced circumstances taking place, any 

permit or designation for what had been a nonconforming sign shall 

become void. The Administrator shall notify the sign user, sign 

owner or owner of the property upon which the sign is located of 

cancellation of the permit or designation and the sign shall 

immediately be brought into compliance with this chapter and a new 

permit secured or shall be removed. 

 

C.   Illegal Signs. An illegal sign is any sign which does not comply with the 

requirements of this chapter within the City limits as they now or hereafter exist 

and which is not eligible for characterization as nonconforming under SMC 

15.16.160. 

 

D.   Amortization Period for Nonconforming Signs. Nonconforming signs, as 

defined in subsection (B)(2) of this section, for which a nonconforming sign 

permit has been issued may remain in a nonconforming state until December 15, 

2006. Thereafter, the sign shall be brought into conformity with this code or be 

removed; provided, however, that the amortization period established by this 

section may be used only so long as the sign retains its legal nonconforming 

status. 

 

E.   Nonconforming Sign Maintenance and Repair. Nothing in this section shall 

relieve the owner or user of a nonconforming sign or owner of the property on 

which the nonconforming sign is located from the provisions of this code 

regarding safety, maintenance and repair of signs, nor from any provisions on 

prohibited signs, contained in SMC 15.16.110; provided, however, that any 

repainting, replacement of “copy,” panels and/or lettering, cleaning, and other 

normal maintenance or repair of the sign or sign structure shall not modify the 

sign or structure in any way which is not in compliance with the requirements of 

this code, or the sign will lose its nonconforming status (subsection (B)(6) of 

this section).  

 

F.  Subsequent Amendments to the Sign Code. After the date of its initial adoption, 

if any subsequent amendments to the sign code cause a sign to become 

nonconforming, the Department of Planning and Community Development shall 

notify affected business owners and property owners of the new regulations by 

first class mail based upon active City business license records and King County 

property records. 

 

1.    All illegal signs are subject to removal within ninety (90) days; 
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2.    All nonconforming signs are eligible for a nonconforming sign permit. 

The permit shall be applied for by the business owner or property owner 

and issued by the Department. These signs shall be subject to a nine (9) 

year amortization period, after which the nonconforming permit will 

expire and the sign shall be brought into compliance with the code. (Ord. 

03-1026 § 1; Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 10; Ord. 99-1025 § 3; Ord. 

95-1007 § 1; Ord. 94-1040 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.125 150 Billboards 
 

A.   Billboards in existence as of the effective date of this code shall be inventoried 

and listed as nonconforming signs. 

 

B.   All leases for billboard locations within the City shall not be renewed from the 

effective date of this code. 

 

C.   No new billboards shall be permitted to be constructed or installed within the 

City. 

 

D.   Deleted by Ord. 94-1006. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 94-1008 § 2; Ord. 94-1006 

§ 14; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.126 160 Sign Inventory Survey – Costs* 
 

A.   The Code Administrator shall have the authority to assess a five-dollar ($5.00) 

cost for applicable businesses that did not respond to the sign inventory survey 

of their sign(s) prior to the effective date of the ordinance codified in this 

section, but before a date identified in a notice to respond of not less than thirty 

(30) days after notice; provided, that these businesses pay said five-dollar 

($5.00) assessment to the City and submit the requested verification of their sign 

certification before the date identified in said notice. Thereafter, the Code 

Administrator shall have the authority to assess a twenty-five-dollar ($25.00) 

cost for applicable businesses who have not participated in or responded to the 

City’s sign inventory survey after the date provided in the notice, and the Code 

Administrator shall, further, have the authority to complete the sign inventory 

survey for the signs of such businesses. It is provided, however, that if the 

affected, nonresponding business owners or operators do not pay the twenty-

five-dollar ($25.00) cost by the time that the 1995 City of SeaTac business 

licenses are due or paid, whichever is earlier, then the twenty-five-dollar 

($25.00) assessment shall be added to and included in the amount to be paid by 

said business owner or operator for the business’s 1995 business license. The 

notice referred to above shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the business owner 

or operator at the address listed on the business license records for the business. 

Failure of a business owner or operator to comply with this requirement shall 

constitute a violation of the City Code, enforceable through any and all 

procedures available for enforcement of City Code violations, as provided in the 
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City Code; provided, that payment of the twenty-five-dollar ($25.00) 

assessment shall constitute full compliance herewith. 

 

B.   In order to recognize the payments already made by business owners or 

operators who have complied with the sign inventory survey and paid a five-

dollar ($5.00) payment in connection therewith prior to the effective date of the 

ordinance codified in this section, those business owners or operators shall 

receive a five-dollar ($5.00) offset against their 1995 business license 

application fee. (Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 94-1041 § 1) 

 

*  Code reviser’s note: Ord. 94-1041 added a new section numbered 15.16.125. It has 

been renumbered to 15.16.126 to avoid duplication. 

 

15. 1600.130 170 Permits and Fees 
 

A.   Permit Requirements. No sign governed by the provisions of this code that is 

illuminated or electronic, or is greater than nine (9) square feet in surface area 

shall be erected, altered or relocated by any person, firm or corporation from 

and after the date of adoption of this code without a permit issued by the City. 

No permit is required for a nonilluminated sign of nine (9) square feet or less 

surface area, but such signs must otherwise comply with this code. 

 

B.   Permit Applications. Applications for permits shall contain the name and 

address of the owner and user of the sign, the name and address of the owner of 

the property on which the sign is to be located, the location of the sign structure, 

drawings or photographs showing display faces with the proposed message and 

design accurately represented as to size, area, proportion, and color, and such 

other pertinent information as the Code Administrator of this code may require 

to ensure compliance with this code and other applicable ordinances. For 

additional requirements for electronic signs, see SMC 15.16.115(E). Permit 

applications shall be available for inspection by the public upon request. 

 

C.   Expiration of Permits. A sign permit shall become null and void if the work for 

which the permit was issued has not been completed within one (1) year of its 

issuance. 

 

D.   Permit Exceptions. No new permit shall be required: 

 

1.    For repainting, cleaning or other normal maintenance or repair of a sign or 

sign structure for which a permit has previously been issued, so long as the 

sign structure or content is not modified in any way; 

 

2.    For the changing of the advertising copy or message on an approved 

readerboard or theater marquee, during the period of amortization. 
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E.   Notice of Permit Denial – Reasons. When a sign permit is denied by the Code 

Administrator, he shall give written notice of the denial to the applicant, 

together with a brief written statement of the reasons for the denial. (Ord. 02-

1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 11; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.140 180 Requirements Applicable to All Signs 
 

A.   Structural Requirements. The structure and erection of signs within the City 

shall be governed by the adopted Uniform Sign Code and Building Code. 

Compliance with the Uniform Sign Code and Building Code shall be a 

prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit under SMC 15.16.130. 

 

B.   Electrical Requirements. Electrical requirements for signs within the City shall 

be governed by Chapter 13.180 SMC, the Electrical Code. Compliance with the 

Electrical Code shall be required by every sign utilizing electrical energy as a 

prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit under SMC 15.16.130. 

 

C.   Sign Illumination. Illumination from or upon any sign shall be shaded, shielded, 

directed or reduced so as to avoid undue brightness, glare, or reflection of light 

on private or public property in the surrounding area, and so as to avoid 

unreasonably distracting pedestrians or motorists. “Undue brightness” is 

illumination in excess of that which is reasonably necessary to make the sign 

reasonably visible to the average person on an adjacent street. Additionally, 

electronic signs shall meet the standards of SMC 15.16.115. 

 

D.   Sign Maintenance. All signs, including signs heretofore installed, shall be 

constantly maintained in a state of security, safety, repair and professional 

appearance. If any sign is found not to be so maintained or is insecurely 

fastened or otherwise dangerous, it shall be the duty of the owner and/or 

occupant of the premises on which the sign is fastened to repair or remove the 

sign within five (5) days after receiving notice from the City Manager or 

designee. The premises surrounding a monument sign shall be free and clear of 

rubbish and any landscaping area free of weeds. 

 

E.   Sign Obstructing View or Passage. No sign shall be located so as to physically 

obstruct any door, window or exit from a building. No sign shall be located so 

as to be hazardous to a motorist’s ingress or egress, or visibility of traffic flow 

during ingress or egress, from parking areas of any way open to the public. 

 

F.   Landscaping for Monument Signs. All primary monument signs shall include, 

as part of their design, general landscaping and curbs about their base to prevent 

automobiles from hitting the sign-supporting structure and to improve the 

overall appearance of the installation. 

 

G.   Sign Inspection. All sign users shall permit the periodic inspection of their signs 

by the City upon City staff request. 
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H.   Conflicting Provisions. Whenever two (2) provisions of this code overlap or 

conflict with regard to size or placement of a sign, the more restrictive provision 

shall apply. (Ord. 04-1008 § 8; Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 12; Ord. 95-

1012 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.150 190 Administration, Enforcement and Sign Removal 
 

A.  Code Administrator. The Code Administrator of this chapter/code is the City 

Manager, or designee. The Administrator is authorized and directed to enforce 

and carry out all provisions of this code, both in letter and spirit, with vigilance 

and with all due speed. To that end, the Administrator is further empowered to 

delegate the duties and powers granted to and imposed upon him/her under this 

code. As used in this code, “Administrator of this code” or “Administrator” 

includes his/her authorized representative. 

 

B.   Inspection by the Administrator. The Code Administrator or his designee 

(including code enforcement) is empowered to inspect any building, structure or 

premises in the City, upon which, or in connection with which, a sign, as 

defined by this code, is located, for the purpose of inspection of the sign, its 

structural and electrical connections, and to ensure compliance with the 

provisions of this code. Such inspections shall be carried out during business 

hours, unless an emergency exists. 

 

C.   Code Violations and Enforcement. The civil remedies provided in this section 

for violations of, or failure to comply with, provisions of this code shall be 

cumulative and shall be in addition to any other remedy provided by law. 

 

1.    Injunction and Abatement. The City, through its authorized agents, may 

initiate injunction or abatement proceedings or other appropriate action in 

the courts against any person who fails to comply with any provision of 

this code, or against the erector, owner or use of an unlawful sign or the 

owner of the property on which an unlawful sign is located to prevent, 

enjoin, abate or terminate violations of this code and/or the erection, use or 

display of an unlawful sign. The City may abate an unlawful sign using 

the procedure of the adopted City Code. 

 

2.    Enforcement may also be according to SMC 1.15.065 or 1.15.120. (Ord. 

02-1023 § 1; Ord. 95-1012 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.160 200 Variance from Sign Code 
 

A.   Scope. This section establishes the procedure and criteria that the City will use 

in making a decision upon an application for a variance from the provisions of 

the Sign Code. 
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B.   Applicability. This section applies to each application for a variance from the 

provisions of the Sign Code. 

 

C.   Purpose. A variance is a mechanism by which the City may grant relief from the 

provisions of the Sign Code where practical difficulty renders compliance with 

the provisions of that code an unnecessary hardship, where the hardship is a 

result of the physical characteristics of the subject property and where the 

purpose of that code can be fulfilled. 

 

D.   Who May Apply. The property owner may apply for a variance from the 

provisions of the Sign Code. 

 

E.   Submittal Requirements. 

 

1.    The Administrator shall specify the submittal requirements including type, 

detail and number of copies for a variance application to be deemed 

complete and accepted for filing. 

 

2.    The Administrator may waive specific submittal requirements determined 

to be unnecessary for review of an application. 

 

F.   Decision Criteria. The Hearing Examiner may approve or approve with 

modification the application for a variance from the provisions of the Sign Code 

if: 

 

1.    The variance will not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent 

with the limitation upon signage and uses of other properties in the 

vicinity and zone in which the property, on behalf of which the application 

was filed, is located; and 

 

2.    That the granting of such variance will not be materially detrimental to the 

public welfare or injurious to the property or improvements in the vicinity 

and in the zone in which the subject property is situated; and 

 

3.    The proposed sign shows an exceptional effort toward creating visual 

harmony between the signs, structures, and other features of the property 

through the use of a consistent design theme; and 

 

4.    The special circumstances of the subject property are not the result of the 

actions of the applicant. 

 

G.   Limitation of Authority. The Hearing Examiner may not grant a variance to: 

 

1.    Any dimensional request of the Sign Code greater than fifty percent (50%) 

of the required dimension of a sign (setbacks from a property line shall not 

be deemed a dimensional standard of sign); or 
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2.    The number of signs permitted on a site or zone classification; or 

 

3.    The general provisions of this code or any other procedural or 

administrative provisions of the code that do not directly apply to this 

chapter; or 

 

4.    The provisions of the Sign Code which are not subject to variances shall 

include, by the terms of this code, type of signs and any prohibited or 

illegal signs, and the dimensional standards of the changeable portion of 

an electronic sign; 

 

5.    Roof Signs. Notwithstanding SMC 15.16.110, a roof sign may be allowed 

through a variance process provided the following criteria are met in 

addition to the decision criteria listed under subsection (F) of this section: 

 

a.    The site does not front on any street and is more than two hundred 

(200) feet from a public right-of-way; 

 

b.    The sign is no greater than necessary for adequate visibility from the 

nearest public street. Adequate visibility shall be determined by the 

size of sign allowed in the subject zone, plus a factor for distance 

from the nearest public street; 

 

c.    No other primary signage exists or shall be allowed for the site; 

 

d.    The sign is installed in such a manner that there shall be no visible 

support structure; 

 

6.    Off-Premises Signs. Notwithstanding SMC 15.16.110, an off-premises 

sign may be allowed through a variance process provided the following 

criteria are met in addition to the decision criteria listed under subsection 

(F) of this section: 

 

a.    For a primary sign: 

 

i.   Primary signage cannot be located on the site. 

 

ii.  The sign displays only information directly related to the use of 

property of the subject business or property for which the 

variance is granted. 

 

iii.  The sign is located as close as possible to the subject business 

or property. 

 

b.    For a directional sign: 
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i.   The applicant demonstrates that his premises are located such 

that on-premises directional signs are inadequate to reasonably 

apprise the public of the location of the premises, because the 

premises lacks any direct street frontage. 

 

H.   Time Limitation. A variance automatically expires and is void if the applicant 

fails to file for a sign permit or other necessary development permits within two 

(2) years of the effective date of the variance unless: 

 

1.    The applicant has received an extension pursuant to subsection (I) of this 

section; or 

 

2.    The variance approval provides for a greater time period due to 

circumstances. 

 

I.   Extension. 

 

1.    The Code Administrator may extend a variance, not to exceed one (1) 

year, if: 

 

a.    Unforeseen circumstances or conditions necessitate the extension of 

the variance; and 

 

b.    Termination of the variance would result in unreasonable hardship to 

the applicant, and the applicant is not directly responsible for the 

delay; and 

 

c.    The extension of the variance will not cause substantial detriment to 

existing uses in the immediate vicinity of the subject property. 

 

2.    The Administrator may grant no more than two (2) extensions. A second 

extension may be granted, if: 

 

J.   Assurance Device. In appropriate circumstances, the City may require a 

reasonable performance bond or other financial method in order to assure 

compliance with the provisions of the Sign Code and any variances as approved. 

(Ord. 02-1023 § 1; Ord. 01-1030 § 13; Ord. 93-1047 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15.16.170 Sign Amortization Extension Process 
 

Repealed by Ord. 93-1047. (Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 

 

15. 1600.180 Appeals 
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The decision of the City Manager, or designee, approving, approving with modifications, 

denying a sign permit or interpreting the provisions of the Sign Code may be appealed 

pursuant to Chapter 15.22 SMC. (Ord. 95-1012 § 1; Ord. 92-1041 § 1) 
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