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USER GUIDE: Growth Management Planning in the Puget Sound Region 
 

Where? Who? What? 

 
State Legislature 

Department of Commerce 
Growth Management Services Division 

GMA Checklist & Oversight 
• Guidance documents for 

local jurisdictions 
• Checklists to ensure local 

plans meet GMA 
requirements 

• Updates to respond to new 
legislation 
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Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) 
Transportation and Growth Management Planning for 
4-county region 
• King, Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap Counties 

General Assembly (GA) 
• Meets Annually 
• Major regional decisions 
• Composed of elected officials from member jurisdictions 

Executive Board 
Carries out delegated powers and 
responsibilities between GA meetings 

Transportation Policy Board 
Advises Executive Board on key 
transportation issues 

Growth Management Policy Board 
Advises Executive Board on key growth 
management issues 
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Multi-County Planning 
Policies 

Vision 2040 & 
Transportation 2040 

• Adopted regional growth 
strategy for land use and 
transportation 

• 4-county region 
• Consistency with GMA 

Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) 
King County 

Oversees development, amendment and implementation of 
Countywide Planning Policies 
Currently composed of elected officials from 
• King County – Executive + 5 Metro KC Councilmembers 
• Seattle – Mayor + 2 Councilmembers 
• 1 elected official from each of Bellevue, Covington, 

Issaquah, Maple Valley, Redmond, Renton, Sammamish 

Interjurisdictional Staff Team 
Staff support to GMPC 
Currently composed of staff from 
• King County 
• Seattle 
• Bellevue. Kirkland, Redmond, Renton, Tukwila 
• Sound Cities Association 
• WA Sewer & Water Dist. Assn. 
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Countywide Planning 
Policies 

• Growth management 
policies for King County 
and cities 

• Consistency with GMA and 
Multi-County Planning 
Policies  

Individual City Councils  
Develop Comprehensive Plans to address local issues/concerns 

Local Planning Commissions 
Advise City Council on land use and planning matters 

Local Planning Staffs 
• Support to City Council and Planning Commission  
• Coordinate with regional and other jurisdictions’ staff on 

regional issues 
• Develop Comprehensive Plan policies and development 

regulations for Planning Commission and City Council 
consideration 
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Local Comprehensive Plans 
• Adopted growth 

management policies for 
individual cities 

• Consistency with GMA, 
Multi-County Planning 
Policies and Countywide 
Planning Policies 

Multi-County Planning Policies 
inform 

Countywide Planning Policies 

Multi-County Planning Policies 
and 

Countywide Planning Policies 
inform 

Local Comprehensive Plans 


