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 > Objectives and Work Program

 > Travel Forecasts

• Assumptions and Alternatives

• 2025 without SR 509

• SR 509 Phase I and Interim Airport South Access

• SR 509 Phase 2 and South Airport Expressway

• Framework for Transportation Element

 > Transportation Improvement Projects and Programs

• Existing Transportation Improvement Program (2015-2024)

• Draft Safe and Complete Streets Projects

• Potential Additional Improvement Projects

 > Level of Service Standards and Concurrency

 > Transportation Finance and Impact Fees

 > Next Steps for Transportation Element

 > Comprehensive Plan Review Schedule

Agenda
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 > Support overall Comprehensive Plan  
and City vision

 > Meet requirements of the Growth 
Management Act (GMA) and Vision 2040

 > Reflect Neighbors’ planning

 > Integrate and prioritize transportation 
improvements serving all modes

 > Review and update transportation policies

 > Revisit level of service standards/
concurrency program 

 > Update transportation funding analyses 
and strategies

Transportation Element and  
Transportation Master Plan Objectives 
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Primary Work Program Tasks 

Agency 
coordination 
and public 
outreach

Prepare travel 
forecasts and 
evaluate options

 >Integration of 
transportation and 
land use planning

 >Coordinated travel 
demand model with 
Port of Seattle

 >Evaluate alternatives 
for SR 509 phasing

 >Traffic operations

 >Safety

 >All travel modes

 >Economic 
development

PUBLIC 
OUTREACH

Evaluate existing 
transportation 
systems 
conditions  
and issues

Define multimodal 
improvement 
projects

 >Complete Streets 
framework 

 >Potential trade-offs

 >Costs

 >Project priorities

Transportation 
policies

Documentation 
and Environmental 
Review

 >Consistency with 
Vision 2040 / GMA 
requirements

 >Transportation 
funding and 
impact fees

 >Level of service 
standards and 
concurrency

Roadway/Intersection

Traffic Modeling

Pedestrian/Bicycle

Transit

Freight

Financing Strategies
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Travel Forecasts & Alternatives Evaluation

Prepared 
to help 
answer 
these 
questions:

How long 
will the 
transportation 
system “work” 
without the SR 
509 extension?

How will completion of 
the SR 509 Phase I with 
an Interim Airport South 
Access via 24th/28th 
Avenue S meet future 
traffic demands?  
How long will it meet  
the demands?

What additional 
benefit would the full 
SR 509 and South 
Airport Expressway 
(SAE) provide?
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Travel Forecasts  
2010 – 2035 Growth Assumptions 

 > City Growth

• Households forecast to increase by 6,600 
housing units

• Employment forecast to increase by 32,600 
jobs, not including growth at Sea-Tac

 > Sea-Tac Airport 

• 2010: 31.5 Million Air Passengers (MAP)

• 2035: 66 MAP

 > Rest of Region 

• Puget Sound Regional Council 

 > Evaluated 2025 and 2035 horizons years
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2035 Baseline Major  
Transportation System Assumptions 
for Travel Demand Forecasting 

 > PM Peak Hour Evaluation – Average Conditions  
(not peak Airport demands)

 > 2035 Baseline:

• SR 509 Phase 1 / Interim South Access  
(24th/28th Avenue S arterial)

• Regional Transit Service Expansion

• I-5 High Occupancy Toll (HOT) Lanes

• SR 518 Eastbound Off-ramp to Des Moines  
Memorial Drive (Burien Project)

• Tolling Assumptions

• Completion of Local Area Transportation Improvements

 > 2035 Full Build with SR 509/South Airport Expressway (SAE)

• 2035 Baseline Improvements

• SR 509 widened to four lane freeway

• Grade-separated South Airport Expressway

• SR 509 Interchange at S 200th Street

• SR 518 Westbound On-ramp from Des Moines Memorial Drive
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How long will the transportation 
system “work” without the SR 509 
freeway extension?

 > By 2025, forecast traffic volumes during the PM hour at 
the most currently congested locations in the City will 
increase by 25 to 35% over 2014 volumes

 > No cost effective improvements to resolve forecast 
traffic issues at key intersections such as S 188 Street/
International Blvd

 > Intersection improvements would result in wider 
roadways and would be less accommodating to 
pedestrians and bicyclists
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How will Completion of SR 509 Phase I  
with an Interim Airport South Access 
Meet Future Traffic Demands?

 > Through 2025, SR 509 and Interim Airport South Access:

• Greatly reduces traffic growth along International Blvd 
South of S 176th Street

• Reduces traffic volume growth at S 188th and S 200th 
Street Interchanges with I-5

• Results in traffic volumes on Des Moines Memorial 
Drive similar to 2014 volumes

• Would require improvements at S 188th Street/28th 
Avenue S to support Port’s South Link and Interim 
Airport South Access

 > Supports increased development in City’s Urban Center 
by enhancing accessibility and reduces congestion

 > Additional intersection improvements will be needed in 
north part of the City to meet 2025 traffic demands
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How Long will SR 509 Phase I with 
Interim Airport South Access Serve 
Future Travel Demands?

 > By 2035, the SR 509 Phase I/Interim South Access will not 
adequately accommodate traffic south of the Airport

 > Significant congestion will occur at S 188th Street at 28th 
Avenue S and International Blvd

• The shorter term (2025) improvements will not meet 
2035 traffic demands

• Additional turn lanes would be required resulting in a 
large roadway footprint

• Improvements would impact existing businesses

 > Additional improvements would be needed to 
accommodate traffic along S 200th Street near 
International Blvd

 > SR 509 Phase I/Interim South Access does not address 
congestion issues in north part of the City; additional 
intersection improvements would be needed



Presented by

11  |  City of SeaTac Transportation Element Update

What Additional Benefit Would 
the Full SR 509 Project and South 
Airport Expressway (SAE) Provide?

 > SR 509 and South Airport Expressway reduces traffic 
growth on:

• International Blvd south of the Airport

• 24th/28th Avenue S Arterial (Interim Airport South 
Access)

• S 188th Street Corridor

• I-5 Interchanges serving SeaTac

 > South Access Expressway provides a higher benefit to the 
City than the additional widening of SR 509 under Phase 2

• Reducing future traffic volumes on City arterials

• Reduces traffic at I-5 interchanges in SeaTac

 > SR 509 Phase 2 improvements:

• Reduce traffic on Des Moines Memorial Drive

• Increase traffic on S 200th
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Setting the Framework for the  
2035 Transportation Element 

 > By 2025: Target funding and construction of SR 509 Phase 
I and Interim Airport South Access by 2025

• Port planning for South Access connection  
to Terminal

• Intersection and other associated improvements

• Transportation improvements will support economic 
development through improved accessibility

 > By 2035: Work with Port and Regional Stakeholders to 
advance South Airport Expressway by 2035

• Reduces need for larger intersection and roadway 
improvements

• Reduces travel times to/from Airport compared to 
Interim Airport South Access

 > By 2040: Continue working with WSDOT and Regional 
Stakeholders to advance Phase 2 of SR 509 by 2040, 
consistent with PSRC vision 2040
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Transportation Improvement Projects 

CITY’S EXISTING 2015-2024 
TRANSPORTATION  

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

COMPLETE STREETS PLAN

• Pedestrian System 
Projects 

• Bicycle System 
Projects 

POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL 
ROADWAY AND 

INTERSECTION PROJECTS

• Capacity & 
Operational

• Safety
• Additional 

non-motorized 
improvements

• Transit 
connections
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 > City’s Existing Level of Service Standards

• Auto-based

• PM Peak Hour Congestion at Intersections:

 » Principal & Minor Arterials: LOS E

 » Collector Arterials & Lower Classifications: LOS D

• Director of Public Works can provide exceptions

 > Typically results in improvements that widen intersections and 
roadways to meet the standard

 > Potential Program Objectives Moving Forward

• Incorporate other travel modes

• Citywide vs. Subareas (e.g. Urban Center)

• Easy to understand and implement

• Project review vs. Comprehensive Plan-based review

Level of Service Standards (LOS) 
and Transportation Concurrency
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 > Potential Transportation Funding Sources  
(see summary handout)

• Motor Vehicle Excise Tax

• Commercial Parking Tax

• Local Improvement District (LID)

• Local Improvement Impact Fees

• Transportation Benefit Districts (TBD)

• Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) 1

• Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) 2

 > State Environmental Policy ACT (SEPA) Mitigation

 > Transportation Concurrency Mitigation

Transportation Funding Program 
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Transportation Impact Fee (TIF) 
Funding Program 

South King County TIF Rates > Current Program

• Adopted in 1995; Revised base fee 
in 2002

• Project list/cost and rates have not 
been updates

• Fee is $1,020 per new PM peak 
hour trip generated

 > Other Agencies

• Widely used statewide

 > South King County Cities charge 
Transportation Impact Fees

• Range from $948 to over $4,000 
per new PM peak hour trip

• City of SeaTac’s rate in near the low 
end of rates in South King County 
and in Western Washington

Agency
Base Rate Per PM
 Peak Hour Trip

Rate per Single-family House
Citywide Downtown

Auburn $3,641 $2,950
Burien $948 $957
Covington $4,461
Des Moines $3,194 $3,656
Enumclaw $2,907 $2,937
Federal Way $3,112
Kent $4,006 $3,877 $3,141
Maple Valley $3,986 $4,026
Renton $2,503 $2,857
SeaTac $1,020
Tukwilla $1,244 $1,188
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Next Steps for Transportation Element

Define Level of Service / Concurrency Program Strategy

Complete funding analyses / impact fee update

Assign project priorities

Update transportation policies

Prepare Draft Transportation Element

Meet with Planning Commission  
and City Council in February

Ongoing public outreach as part of the 
Comprehensive Plan update process

Finalize list of transportation improvements & programs

Prepare SEPA review

Prepare project cost estimates
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Schedule for Comprehensive Plan  
and Transportation Element

Where

Where
we have 

are we at?

PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

SEATAC INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL

OPEN HOUSE

OPEN HOUSE

PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

&

&

&

2014

5
AUGUST

6
SEPTEMBER

8
OCTOBER

3
DECEMBER

2
DECEMBER

2
DECEMBER

12
AUGUST

7
SEPTEMBER

9
DECEMBER

been &

TE

TETE

TE
CP

TE

TE

TE

CP

CP

CP

• Travel Forecasts
• Alternatives Analyses
• Framework for Transportation Element
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 PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY  
COUNCIL REVIEW

Schedule for Comprehensive Plan  
and Transportation Element

2015
Schedule

PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEARING

CITY COUNCIL FINAL REVIEW

CITY COUNCIL ACTION

&

2015

3
FEBRUARY

21
APRIL

12
MAY

9
JUNE

10
FEBRUARY

26
MAY

TE

TE

TE

TE

TE
CP

• Transportation Improvement Projects/Programs
• Transportation Funding/Impact Fee Program
• Level of Service Standards/Concurrency
• Transportation Element Policies

JANUARY                                        MARCH

CP

CP

CP

CP


